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Spelling Strategies:  
Introduction 

This unit contains a range of strategies to help 

you to spell difficult words: 

•Looking for prefixes and word roots 

•Breaking a word into syllables 

•Identifying smaller words in larger words 

•Inventing mnemonics from the words 

•Using Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check 

strategy 
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Mnemonics 

• Mnemonics are ways we invent to help us 

remember 

• Mnemonics are very helpful when you are 

trying to remember how to spell tricky words: 

- Wasps Always Sting spells WAS 

- Rhythm Has Your Toes Hopping Mad spells 

RHYTHM 
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Syllables 

• Longer words (polysyllabic) can be broken 

down into smaller parts called syllables. 

- Bad has one syllable. 

- Bad/min/ton has three syllables. 

• Each syllable must contain at least one vowel. 

• Breaking words up into syllables is a good way 

to spell words accurately. 
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Vowel sounds 

• The alphabet contains five letters that are  

vowels: a e i o u. All the other letters are 

consonants. 

• All words contain at least one vowel – or 

sometimes a ‘y’. 

• The letters ‘a’ and ‘o’ are often pronounced 

differently after the letter ‘w’: 

- The wonderful wolf played with the wobbling 

top. 
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Vowel sounds 2 

• Sometimes the sounds produced by these 

vowels can cause spelling problems: 

- In ‘wash’  the letter ‘a’ is pronounced like ‘o’. 

- In ‘wonderful’ the letter ‘o’ can sound like ‘u’. 

- In ‘swarm’  the letters ‘ar’  sound like ‘or’. 

- In ‘world’ the letters ‘or’  sound like ‘er’. 
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Unstressed vowels 

• Sometimes, in polysyllabic words, vowels are 

not ‘stressed’ or pronounced - so they become 

difficult to spell: 

- ‘temperature’ is often pronounced ‘temprature’. 

• A good way to help is to break words into 

syllables:  

- ‘tem/per/a/ture’. 
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Doubling consonants 

• When you want to word build by adding 

suffixes such as ‘ing’ and ‘ed’ to words, 

sometimes the final consonant doubles: 

- Stop – stopping – stopped; hop – hopping – 

hopped 

• This does not happen in words such as hope – 

hoping. 

• When adding the above suffixes to one syllable 

words ending in a consonant (with a vowel just 

before it) – the last letter is doubled. 

• When adding ‘ing’ or ‘ed’ to words ending in ‘e’ 

– drop the final ‘e’ or the word will sound all 

wrong! 
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Soft and hard letters 

• Some consonants are pronounced in a ‘hard’ 

way: the ‘c’ in ‘cat’ and the ‘g’ in ‘get’ sound 

‘hard’. This usually happens when the ‘c’ 

appears just before the following vowels: a o u 

• The same consonants can be pronounced in a 

‘soft’ way: the ‘c’ in ‘pace’ and the ‘g’ in ‘general’ 

sound ‘soft’. The ‘g’ often sounds ‘soft’ just 

before the vowels ‘e’ and ‘I’. 
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Learning difficult words 

• There are always exceptions to spelling rules – 

learn the rules, but also try to learn the 

exceptions. 

• To learn difficult spellings: LOOK, SAY, 

COVER, WRITE, CHECK. 
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Plurals 

• When a noun ends in ‘f’ or ‘fe’ we usually 

change the ‘f’ to ‘v’ and add ‘es’ when we write 

it in the plural: 

- One loaf, two loaves 

• Note that a few nouns ending in ‘f’ do not follow 

this rule – they just add ‘s’ in the plural: 

- Chiefs, roots, handkerchiefs, waifs, gulfs 
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Growing words 

• We can make some words longer by adding a 

prefix at the start or a suffix at the end. 

• ‘Happy’ is a root word.  

• We can add a negative prefix ‘un’ to make the 

opposite: ‘unhappy’. 

• The spelling of the root word does not change. 

• We can add the suffix ‘ness’ to make an 

abstract noun: ‘happiness’. 

• Notice how the root word spelling changes: the 

‘y’ changes to ‘I’. 
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Past tenses 

• The past tense of many regular verbs is written 

as you would expect:  

- I jump/I jumped 

• The past tense of some verbs is not always 

written as you would expect. We call these 

verbs irregular:  

- I go/I went/I never think/I never thought 
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Suffixes – ‘ment’ 

• The suffix ‘ment’ is quite common. It is often 

used to change a verb to a noun: 

- Enjoy/enjoyment 

- The video game gave me a lot of enjoyment. 

• In most cases, ‘ment’ does not change the 

spelling of a root word. 
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Suffixes – ‘ing’ and ‘ed’ 

• When you add a suffix to the end of a word, 

look carefully at the final letter of the root word. 

• If a verb ends in ‘e’ we usually drop the ‘e’ and 

add ‘ing’ or ‘ed’: 

- Tom smiled at the teacher. 

- He was smiling very sweetly. 
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More Plurals 

• Most singular nouns ending in ‘y’ need to drop 

the ’y’ then add ‘ies’ to become plural: 

- Baby/babies;lady/ladies 

• If the final ‘y’ has a vowel in front of it, simply 

add ‘s’ at the end: 

- Monkey/monkeys; tray/trays  
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Ending in ‘e’ 

• Sometimes, when you word build on to a word 

which ends in ‘e’, you may not be sure whether 

to drop the final ‘e’ or keep it: 

- Caring? Careful? Loving? Lovely? 

• If you are adding the suffix ‘ing’ to words ending 

in ‘e’ then the ‘e’ is usually dropped. 

• If you are adding the suffixes ‘ful’ (remember – 

never double the ‘l’) or ‘ly’ to words ending in ‘e’ 

then the final ‘e’ remains unchanged. 
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Endin in ‘tion’ and ‘sion’ 

• The letters ‘tion’ at the end of a word sound like 

‘shun’: 

- Sam has a large collection of spiders. 

• The letters ‘sion’ at the end of a word sound like 

‘zhun’ when just after a vowel: 

- There was a loud explosion. 
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Phonemes 

• A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a 

word. It can help your spelling to break words 

down into phonemes. 

- The word ‘cat’ has three phonemes: c-a-t 

- The word ‘eyes’ has two phonemes: eye – s 

• Sometimes the same phoneme can make a 

different sound in a word: 

- Root blood 
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Patterns – ‘I’ before ‘e’ 

• When you spell a word containing the ‘ee’ 

sound, you may not be sure whether to put ‘ei’ 

or ‘ie’: 

- Relief? Receive? 

• The rule is: ‘I’ before ‘e’ – except after ‘c’. 

• Like most rules, there are exceptions and these 

need to be learned! 
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Homophones 

• Homophones are words that sound alike but 

have different meanings or spellings: 

- There/their/where/were/two/to 

• Use your ‘VCOP’ help card in class to help you 

spell homophones correctly. 
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Apostrophes 

• There are only two uses for apostrophes: 

- Possession: Joe’s book 

- Omission or contraction: they’re going to 

school – the letter ‘a’ is omitted from ‘they are’ 

and the apostrophe shows where it was. 

• You should never use it in a plural like this: 

1980’s/GCSE’s 


