
Supporting Reading  

 

Listening to young people reading is a great way to help them improve their 

reading. Asking them questions will help them understand what they are 

reading. Here are some to try… 

 

Fiction  

 

 What is the story about?  

 Who is/are the main characters in your story?  

 Are any of the main characters like you or like somebody you know? What 

makes you think so?  

 Describe your favourite character in the story and tell me why the 

character is your favourite 

 Has anything funny/scary happened in the story?  

 Is there a problem in the story?  

 How does the problem get solved?  

 How would you have solved the problem?  

 Would any of your friends/family enjoy this book? Why or why not?  

 What do you think could happen next?  

 Do you think this book would make a good film? Why or why not?  

 

 

Non-fiction (true)  

 

 What does the title tell you about this text?  

 What have you learned that’s new?  

 What is the most interesting thing you found out?  

 What are some of the most important words related to the topic, and 

what do they mean? 

 What does this text make you want to learn more about? 

 How has the author made this topic interesting? 

 What are the ways the author presents information on this topic? 

 How do headings and subheadings help you find information in this text? 

 What information is provided through illustrations (drawings, diagrams, 

maps, charts, etc.)? 

 What qualifications does the author have to write this text? (think about 

where you can find out about the author or publisher)  

 



 

Some young people may have trouble with unfamiliar words. If they seem 

to be struggling, help them with the word. Make sure they know what the 

word means. You could try some of the strategies below to help them 

remember the word for next time.  

 

You could keep a diary of words they get stuck on and tick them off as 

they begin to naturally recognise them.  

 

 

 Strategy  

1 Read the word carefully. Write the word out 3 times from memory. 

2 Write the word in a sentence.  

3 Ask yourself which letters were the tricky ones? Write the word but 

write those letters in a different colour.  

4 Without looking! Say each letter name out loud in lower and upper case. 

E.g. A and a = ‘ay’ and ‘ah’ 

5 Close your eyes, picture the word and write it with your finger on the 

desk.  

6 Make up a mnemonic for the word e.g. diarrhoea = doesn’t it always run 

really hard over each ankle  

7 Find words within the word e.g. ‘hat’ in ‘that’  

8 Split the word into the smallest sounds and say them out loud e.g. chair 

= ch-air 

9 Mispronounce - say the word exactly how it’s written, even if it sounds 

wrong! That way you’ll hear hidden letters e.g. fri-end  

10 Tell your partner how many letters are in the word.  

11 If you don’t know what a word means look it up in a dictionary. Then 

write out the word in a sentence.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


