
The explanations writing skeleton looks like this. 

Explanations break things down into 

understandable ‘chunks’ and are written in 

chronological order.  

The fan 

sucks air 

into the 

engine 

Some air goes 

into the 

compressor 

Squeezed air 

sprayed with 

fuel and set 

alight 

Moving air 

turns the 

turbine 

Hot and 

cold air 

max and air 

is forced 

out through 

nozzle – 

thrusts 

plane 

forward 

fan compressor burner turbine nozzle 



There are lots of  different types of  explanations. 

• A question and answer leaflet 

• A section of  explanation in a letter or newspaper 

article 

• A non-fiction book 

• An encyclopaedia entry 

• A conclusion to a science experiment 

• A technical manual, such as for a computer or 

games console 

 



Let’s look at the five key areas of  explanations 

The ‘Organisation Toolkit’. 

The ‘Explanations Language Toolkit’. 

There are two ‘tool kits’ we need to write explanations 

Typical language features 

Causal connectives, technical 

vocabulary, present tense, 

formal and impersonal 

language 

Purpose 

To help someone 

understand a process 

Examples 

Car manual, science 

text book, 

encyclopaedia 

Typical Structure 

A series of  logical steps 

explaining how or why 

something occurs 

Audience 

Someone who wants 

to understand a 

process 



Remember to… 

• Write a title that says what you are writing about 

(e.g. The Jet Engine – how does it work?) 

• Write an introduction to give any useful background 

information 

• Write your paragraphs in chronological order. Start 

each new section with a topic sentence 

• Draw a  diagram if  it helps to explain things more 

clearly  

• Use bullet points or sub-headings if  this helps 

break up the explanation. 



Remember to… 

• Write in the present  tense,  unless you are writing and 

explanation about something that happened in the past 

• Write in the third person (it, they) and use a formal style 

• Use time connectives to show order clearly (first, next, 
then) 

• Use technical vocabulary Define difficult words or include 

them in a glossary (thrust, nozzle) 

• Use words to show how or why (cause and effect) 

(because, therefore, consequently)  

• Use clear descriptions to help explain things 

• Use ‘weasel words’ to cover generalisations (usually, 
often) 

• Make the explanation interesting for the reader 



Let’s look at the explanations writing skeleton again 

Explanation 

1 

Explanation 

2 

Explanation 

3 

Explanation 

4 

Explanation 

5 

First 

item 

Second 

item 

Third 

item 

Fourth 

item 

Fifth 

item 

Now try to use this in 

your writing. 
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