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Don (or ‘Father’) Bosco founded his religious congregation to continue his work and named it 
‘Salesians’ after the Bishop of Geneva St Francis de Sales (1567 – 1622). The approach of 
St Francis was to emphasize that God was loving and merciful rather than exacting and 
judgemental and that holiness was achievable through ordinary rather than extraordinary 
things. John Bosco sought to bring the love of God to young people, many poor and without 
work or education, so that they would know that they were valued and rich in potential. This 
he did though practical action taking the homeless into his own house and through the 
provision of accommodation, the teaching of trades, schooling, and academic education for 
the more able. His motivation was not just to make them ‘honest citizens’ able to earn their 
own living; he was driven by a passion to save souls (‘Da mini animas caetera tolle’), to 
educate young people in their Christian faith and to challenge them to holiness as 
exemplified by his pupil St Dominic Savio, the name adopted by Savio Salesian College. 
 
The religious order that he founded (the Salesians of Don Bosco) with 14,500 members 
continues his work in 132 countries. In 2009 the British Province celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of the Salesian Congregation by St John Bosco and in 2012 
celebrated 125 years since the first Salesians came to England to a parish and school 
mission in Battersea, London. 
 
Don Bosco’s mission was clear and simple: to be a friend to young people, especially those 
who were poor, abandoned or at risk, and in so doing help them to see Christ as their friend. 
Wherever the Salesians work, their mission is the same, but its expression changes to suit 
the particular context. So internationally Salesians are to be found in schools of all kinds, in 
youth clubs, in homes for homeless or abandoned children, with ex-child soldiers in Africa, 
with gypsies in Eastern Europe, and more recently providing homes for Ebola orphans. 
Salesians work with street children in India and Africa, as missionaries, as chaplains in 
schools, colleges and universities and in parish work. Currently in the British Province there 
are 69 Salesians of Don Bosco based in 7 Communities. 
 
There are 5 Salesian secondary schools in the British province, 9 parishes and a residential 
Youth Retreat Centre (Savio House in Bollington, Cheshire). The five secondary schools 
form a Salesian network, with shared residential conferences, meetings of headteachers and 
annual sporting events which include the Salesian Sisters school in Croxteth (St John Bosco 
Arts College). The other Salesian schools are Thornleigh Salesian College in Bolton, 
Salesian College (Independent) in Farnborough, Hampshire, the Salesian School in 
Chertsey, Surrey and St John Bosco College in Battersea.  
 
Savio Salesian College, established originally as a boys grammar school in 1964, is under 
the trusteeship of the Salesians of Don Bosco, with the Provincial (the Salesian responsible 
for the Province) appointing all the Foundation Governors (some after nomination by the 
diocesan Archbishop).    
 
Savio Salesian College is part of the mission of the Salesians of Don Bosco within the 
Archdiocese of Liverpool. The Salesian community in Bootle also has responsibility for the 
parish of St James with the church and community at Chesnut Grove. 
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The Salesians of Don Bosco is a religious congregation of 
Priests and Brothers founded in 1859 by Saint John Bosco 
(1815 – 1888). He was a tireless worker on behalf of young 
people in Turin, Italy, especially the poor, the homeless and the 
uneducated. Through a range of educational, religious and 
other activities he helped them to become ‘good Christians and 
honest citizens'.  
 


