
Please find below a recommended reading list for Year 8. Reading for pleasure is important 

not just for the love of books but to increase academic attainment. You can find out more 

about these books and read extracts from them at www.lovereading4kids.co.uk  or 

www.amazon.co.uk. 

 

 

 

  

(Un)arranged Marriage 

Bali Rai 

 

MANNY WANTS TO BE A FOOTBALLER. OR A POP STAR. OR WRITE 

A BESTSELLER. HE DOESN'T WANT TO GET MARRIED...'Harry and 

Ranjit were waiting for me - waiting to take me to Derby, to a wedding. My 

wedding. A wedding that I hadn't asked for, that I didn't want. To a girl who 

I didn't know...If they had bothered to open their eyes, they would have 

seen me: seventeen, angry, upset but determined - determined to do my 

own thing, to choose my own path in life...' Set partly in the UK and partly 
in the Punjab region of India, this is a fresh, bitingly perceptive and totally 

up-to-the-minute look at one young man's fight to free himself from family 

expectations and to be himself, free to dance to his own tune. 

 

 

 

  

A Gathering Light 

Jennifer Donnelly 

 

An incredible and brilliant coming-of -age drama set at the turn-of-the-

century in the USA and based on a real murder. When Mattie is given the 

letters by a guest at the hotel in which she has a summer job she thinks that 

the giver is simply upset. But the next day when the woman is found 

drowned in Big Moose Lake Mattie has to decide if she will read the letters, 

or burn them as the woman requested. But Mattie has problems enough of 

her own as she is growing up and trying to decide on her future. Her desire 

to be a writer and her dreams of life outside the small rural community in 

which she has always lived are beginning to overwhelm her. Will Mattie 

make it away from home? Will she leave the family and boyfriend who both 

love and smother her? Will she be like her friend and settle to married life 

or like her other friend and mentor the poet Ms Wilcox. Slowly the two 

stories merge to one amazing conclusion as Mattie finds the courage to 

make very important decisions. Set in 1906 and built around the real life 

murder of a young woman in a popular holiday resort this novel is touching, 

surprising, moving and compelling. 

 

 

 

  

A Little Love Song 

Michelle Magorian 

 

A classic love story from the award-winning author of Goodnight, Mister 
Tom. It is the summer of 1943 and war continues to rage. For Rose and her 

sister Diana, it's a time of independence and self-discovery as they find first 

loves. But when Rose uncovers an extraordinary love story from another 

war, she is forced to question that love. Rose is about to discover a secret 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
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that will change everything. Michelle Magorian combines her rich style with 

a refreshing take on wartime women in this classic coming of age story. 

 

 

 

  

A Monster Calls 

Patrick Ness, Siobhan Dowd 

 

The bestselling novel about love, loss and hope from the twice Carnegie 

Medal-winning Patrick Ness, soon to be a major motion picture. The 

bestselling novel about love, loss and hope from the twice Carnegie Medal-

winning Patrick Ness, soon to be a major motion picture. Conor has the 

same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill, ever since she 

started the treatments that don't quite seem to be working. But tonight is 

different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's a visitor at his window. It's 

ancient, elemental, a force of nature. And it wants the most dangerous thing 

of all from Conor. It wants the truth. Patrick Ness takes the final idea of the 
late, award-winning writer Siobhan Dowd and weaves an extraordinary and 

heartbreaking tale of mischief, healing and above all, the courage it takes to 

survive. 

 

 

 

  

All Quiet on the Western Front 

Erich Maria Remarque 

 

One by one the boys begin to fall...In 1914, a room full of German 

schoolboys, fresh-faced and idealistic, are goaded by their schoolmaster to 

troop off to the 'glorious war'. With the fire and patriotism of youth, they 

sign up. What follows is the moving story of a young 'unknown soldier' 

experiencing the horror and disillusionment of life in the trenches. 

 

 

 

  

An Island of Our Own 

Sally Nicholls 

 

From one of the brightest talents in children's fiction and the winner of the 

Waterstones Children's Book prize comes a new novel about family and 

friendship. Siblings Jonathan, Holly and Davy have been struggling to survive 

since the death of their mother, and are determined to avoid being taken 

into care. When the family's wealthy but eccentric Great-Aunt Irene has a 

stroke, they go to visit her. Unable to speak or write, she gives Holly some 

photographs that might lead them to an inheritance that could solve all their 

problems. But they're not the only ones after the treasure... 

 

 

 

  

Blood Red, Snow White 

Marcus Sedgwick 

 

The Russian Revolution. Fairy tale, spy thriller, love story. One man's life 



during the last days of the Romanovs, beautifully imagined by award-winning 

author Marcus Sedgwick. Shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book Award. 

Set in the rich and atmospheric landscape of Russia during the revolution 

that sent shockwaves around the world, this is the partly true story of 

Arthur Ransome - a writer accused of being a spy. Fictionalising history and 

blending it with one man's real life, Marcus Sedgwick expertly crafts this 

innovative and stimulating novel of three parts - a fairy tale full of wise and 

foolish kings, princesses, wishes and magic; a bleak and threatening spy 

thriller, and a love story … 

 

 

 

  

Brother in the Land 

Robert Swindells 

 

An 'After-the-Bomb' story told by teenage Danny, one of the survivors - 

one of the unlucky ones. Set in Shipley, an ordinary town in the north of 
England, this is a powerful portrayal of a world that has broken down. 

Danny not only has to cope in a world of lawlessness and gang warfare, but 

he has to protect and look after his little brother, Ben, and a girl called Kim. 

Is there any hope left for a new world? 

 

 

 

  

Coram Boy 

Jamila Gavin 

 

A vivd, compelling and harrowing tale from Whitbread award winning Jamila 

Gavin. The Coram man takes babies and money from desperate mothers, 

promising to deliver them safely to a Foundling Hospital in London. Instead, 

he murders them and buries them by the roadside, to the helpless horror of 

his mentally ill son, Mish. Mish saves one, Aaron, who grows up happily 

unaware of his history, proving himself a promising musician. As Aaron's 

new life takes him closer to his real family, the watchful Mish makes a 

terrible mistake, delivering Aaron and his best friend Toby back into the 

hands of the Coram man. 

 

 

 

  

Cuckoo Song 

Frances Hardinge 

 

'Everyone should read Frances Hardinge. Everyone. Right now.' Patrick Ness 

Cuckoo Song by Frances Hardinge, Costa Award winning author of The Lie 

Tree, is a fantastically eerie and beautifully written novel, and was 

shortlisted for the prestigious Carnegie Medal. The first things to shift were 

the doll's eyes, the beautiful grey-green glass eyes. Slowly they swivelled, 

until their gaze was resting on Triss's face. Then the tiny mouth moved, 

opened to speak. 'What are you doing here?' It was uttered in tones of 
outrage and surprise, and in a voice as cold and musical as the clinking of 

cups. 'Who do you think you are? This is my family.' When Triss wakes up 

after an accident, she knows that something is very wrong. She is insatiably 

hungry; her sister seems scared of her and her parents whisper behind 



closed doors. She looks through her diary to try to remember, but the 

pages have been ripped out. Soon Triss discovers that what happened to 

her is more strange and terrible than she could ever have imagined, and that 

she is quite literally not herself. In a quest find the truth she must travel into 

the terrifying Underbelly of the city to meet a twisted architect who has 

dark designs on her family - before it's too late … 

 

 

 

  

Hell and High Water 

Tanya Landman 

 

The heart-stopping tale of a young man's attempt to clear his father's name, 

from the Carnegie Medal-winning author of Buffalo Soldier. From the 

Carnegie Medal-winning author of Buffalo Soldier Tanya Landman comes 

this heart-stopping tale of a young man's attempt to clear his father's name. 

When his father is arrested and transported to the Colonies, Caleb is left 
alone. After a desperate journey in search of an aunt he's never met he 

receives a strange, cold welcome. Then a body washes up on the nearby 

beach and Caleb is caught up in a terrifying net of lies and intrigue. Soon he 

and his new family are in mortal danger. This powerful story holds the 

reader in suspense as it charts the growth of a frightened boy into a brave 

young man. Shortlisted for the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize. 

 

 

 

  

Holes 

Louis Sachar 

 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of 

justice sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre (which 

isn't green and doesn't have a lake) he is not surprised. Every day he and the 

other inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, 

reporting anything they find. The evil warden claims that it is character 

building, but this is a lie and Stanley must dig up the truth. Wonderfully 

inventive, compelling and hilarious, Louis Sachar has created a masterpiece.  

 

 

 

  

I am Malala How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed 

the World 

Malala Yousafzai, Patricia McCormick 

 

'Malala is an inspiration to girls and women all over the world.' - J.K. 

Rowling Written by Malala in collaboration with critically acclaimed author, 

Patricia McCormick, this children's edition tells the remarkable story of a 

girl who knew from a young age that she wanted to change the world - and 

did. Her journey will open your eyes to another world and will make you 

believe in hope, truth, miracles, and the determination of one person to 
inspire change. Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by 

terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes. So she 

fought for her right to be educated. And on 9 October, 2012, she nearly 

lost her life for the cause. She was shot point-blank on her way home from 



school. No one expected her to survive. Now, she is an international 

symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize 

winner. 

 

 

 

  

Itch 

Simon Mayo 

 

A great debut. You'll be itching to read more.' Anthony Horowitz. Meet Itch 

- an accidental, accident-prone hero. Science is his weapon. Elements are his 

gadgets. All-action adventure perfect for fans of Alex Rider and Young 

Bond. Itchingham Lofte - known as Itch - is fourteen, and loves science, 

especially chemistry. He's also an element-hunter: he's collecting all the 

elements in the periodic table. Which has some interesting and rather 

destructive results in his bedroom. Then, Itch makes a discovery. A new 

element, never seen before. At first no one believes him - but soon 
someone hears about the strange new rock and wants it for himself. And 

Itch and his family are catapulted into a breathless adventure with 

terrifyingly high stakes ...The debut novel from BBC radio presenter Simon 

Mayo. 

 

 

 

  

Ketchup Clouds 

Annabel Pitcher 

 

Winner of the Waterstone's Children's Book Prize 2013, KETCHUP 

CLOUDS tells the story of one teenage girl with a very big secret. Fifteen-

year-old Zoe has a secret - a dark and terrible secret that she can't confess 

to anyone she knows. But then one day she hears of a criminal, Stuart 

Harris, locked up on death row in Texas. Like Zoe, Stuart is no stranger to 

secrets. Or lies. Or murder. Full of both heartache and humour, Zoe tells 

her story in the only way she can - in letters to the man in prison in 

America. Armed with a pen, Zoe takes a deep breath, eats a jam sandwich, 

and begins her tale of love and betrayal. 

 

 

 

  

Liar and Spy 

Rebecca Stead 

 

Georges (the s is silent) has a lot going on. He's having trouble with some 

boys at school, his dad lost his job and so his mum has started working all 

the time - and they had to sell their house and move into an apartment. But 

moving into the apartment block does bring one good thing - Safer, an 

unusual boy who lives on the top floor. He runs a spy club, and is 

determined to teach Georges everything he knows. Their current case is to 

spy on the mysterious Mr X in the apartment above Georges. But as 
Georges and Safer go deeper into their Mr X plan, the lines between games, 

lies, and reality begin to blur. 

 

 



 

  

Lottery Boy 

Michael Byrne 

 

A fast-moving and gripping thriller with a powerful emotional engagement; 

this is a young boy's story of loss and unbearable hope as he survives on 

London's streets. Reminiscent of Slumdog Millionaire, this contemporary 

adventure story set on the streets of London follows a boy whose luck is 

about to change. Since his mother's death, Bully has lost his old life. Living 

rough with his dog, Jack, he can't imagine his future. But one day, in the last 

birthday card she ever gave him, he finds a winning lottery ticket, a last gift 

from his mum that suddenly offers such hope. If only he can get to his prize 

on time. Life is not that simple. Bully's struggle to survive has just got a 

whole lot harder. They're after him on the streets, everyone wants a piece 

of him. And even if he does claim all that money, will he really be winning 

what he needs the most? 

 

 

 

  

Midwinterblood 

Marcus Sedgwick 

 

What would you sacrifice for someone you've loved forever? Winner of the 

Michael L. Printz Award, MIDWINTERBLOOD is a dark, breathtaking and 

cleverly crafted paranormal love story like no other, beautifully told in seven 

parts and spanning ten centuries. Have you ever had the feeling that you've 

lived another life? Been somewhere that has felt totally familiar even though 

you've never been there before, or felt that you've known someone even 

though you are meeting them for the first time? Eric and Merle loved and 

lost one another, and have been searching for each other through time ever 

since. This novel comprises seven short stories and travels in time, from 

2073 back to the days of Viking sagas. Across the different tales, the two 

souls appear as lovers, mother and son, brother and sister, and artist and 

child as they come close to finding each other before facing the ultimate 

sacrifice … 

 

 

 

  

One Winner of the Cilip Carnegie Medal 2016 

Sarah Crossan 

 

WINNER OF THE YA BOOK PRIZE 2016 WINNER OF THE CILIP 

CARNEGIE MEDAL 2016 WINNER OF THE CBI BOOK OF THE YEAR 

AWARD 2016 WINNER OF THE CLIPPA POETRY AWARD 2016 Grace 

and Tippi don't like being stared and sneered at, but they're used to it. 

They're conjoined twins - united in blood and bone. What they want is to 

be looked at in turn, like they truly are two people. They want real friends. 

And what about love? But a heart-wrenching decision lies ahead for Tippi 

and Grace. One that could change their lives more than they ever asked 
for...This moving and beautifully crafted novel about identity, sisterhood and 

love ultimately asks one question: what does it mean to want and have a 

soulmate? The ONE book you have to read this summer! Incredibly moving 

and extraordinarily crafted, it explores the unbreakable bond and love 



between sisters. Winner of The CILIP Carnegie Medal in 2016. 

 

 

 

  

One Wish 

Michelle Harrison 

 

Having the ability to see fairies means that Tanya Fairchild's life has never 

been easy. After all, real fairies are nothing like the ones in books; ones that 

grant wishes or leave money for teeth. Real fairies don't like to be talked 

about, and they cast spells if Tanya steps out of line. The most she's ever 

received in exchange for one of her teeth is a chewed up toffee. Of course, 

it would help if Tanya knew someone - anyone - else who could see them, 

too ...When Tanya meets Ratty, she finds not only that can he see fairies, 

but that he has a fairy friend, Turpin. Turpin is rude and spiteful, but funny 

and loyal too. When Ratty goes missing, Tanya discovers her new friend has 

another extraordinary ability; an ability that has the potential to destroy 
them both ... 

 

 

 

  

Picture Me Gone 

Meg Rosoff 

 

Picture Me Gone is the compelling new novel by the author of How I Live 

Now, Meg Rosoff Mila is on a roadtrip across the USA with her father. They 

are looking for his best friend but Mila discovers a more important truth. 

Sometimes the act of searching reveals more than the final discovery can. 

Adults do not have all the answers. It all depends what questions you ask. A 

brilliantly atmospheric exploration of someone on the brink of adulthood, 

from prizewinning author Meg Rosoff, author of HOW I LIVE NOW.  

 

 

 

  

Rebecca 

Daphne Du Maurier 

 

On a trip to the South of France, the shy heroine of Rebecca falls in love 

with Maxim de Winter, a handsome widower. Although his proposal comes 

as a surprise, she happily agrees to marry him. But as they arrive at her 

husband's home, Manderley, a change comes over Maxim, and the young 

bride is filled with dread. Friendless in the isolated mansion, she realises that 

she barely knows him. In every corner of every room is the phantom of his 

beautiful first wife, Rebecca, and the new Mrs de Winter walks in her 

shadow. 

 

 

 

  

Solace of the Road 

Siobhan Dowd 
 

Memories of Mum are the only thing that make Holly Hogan happy. She 

hates her foster family with their too-nice ways and their false sympathy. 

And she hates her life, her stupid school and the way everyone is always on 



at her. Then she finds the wig, and everything changes. Wearing the long, 

flowing blonde locks she feels transformed. She's not Holly any more, she's 

Solace: the girl with the slinkster walk and the super-sharp talk. She's older, 

more confident - the kind of girl who can walk right out of her humdrum 

life, hitch to Ireland and find her mum. The kind of girl who can face the 

world head on. So begins a bittersweet, and sometimes hilarious journey as 

Solace swaggers and Holly tiptoes across England and through memory, 

discovering her true self, and unlocking the secrets of her past. Holly's story 

will leave a lasting impression on all who travel with her. 

 

 

 

  

Tape 

Steven Camden 

 

TAPE is an outstanding debut. Told with crackling prose, shimmering with 

humour and deeply moving, it will haunt anyone who reads it...Record a 
voice and it lasts forever...In 1993, Ryan records a diary on an old tape. He 

talks about his mother's death, about his dreams, about his love for a new 

girl at school who doesn't even know he exists. In 2013, Ameliah moves in 

with her grandmother after her parents die. There, she finds a tape in the 

spare room. A tape with a boy's voice on it - a voice she can't quite hear, 

but which seems to be speaking to her. Ryan and Ameliah are connected by 

more than just a tape. This is their story. 

 

 

 

  

The 5th Wave 

Rick Yancey 

 

*NOW A MAJOR FILM by Sony Pictures, starring Chloe Grace Moretz* 

'Wildly entertaining ...I couldn't turn the pages fast enough' The New York 

Times *The 5th Wave is the first book in the bestselling series from award-

winning Rick Yancey. Perfect for fans of The Hunger Games, Divergent and 

Maze Runner* After the1st wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, only 

the lucky escape. And after the 3rd, only the unlucky survive. After 4th 

wave, only one rule applies: trust no one. NOW IS THE DAWN OF THE 

5TH WAVE On a lonely stretch of highway, Cassie runs. Runs from the 

beings that only look human, who have scattered Earth's last survivors. To 

stay alone is to stay alive, until she meets Evan Walker. Beguiling and 

mysterious, Evan may be her only hope. Now Cassie must choose: between 

trust and despair, between defiance and surrender, between life and death.  

 

 

 

  

The Book Thief 

Markus Zusak 

 

SPECIAL 10TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION with exclusive extra behind-the-
scenes material from the author. It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the country is 

holding its breath. Death has never been busier - and will become busier 

still. By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed forever when she 

picks up a single object, abandoned in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's 



Handbook, and this is her first act of book thievery. So begins Liesel's love 

affair with books and words, and soon she is stealing from Nazi book-

burnings, the mayor's wife's library ...wherever there are books to be found. 

But these are dangerous times, and when Liesel's foster family hides a Jew in 

their basement, nothing will ever be the same again. In superbly crafted 

writing that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak has 

given us one of the most enduring stories of our time. Now a major film 

from Twentieth-Century Fox starring Geoffrey Rush and Emily Watson. 

 

 

 

  

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

John Boyne 

 

Some thing's are just sitting there, minding their own business and waiting 

to be discovered. Like America. And other things are probably better off 

left alone'. Nine-year-old Bruno has a lot of things on his mind. Who is the 
'Fury'? Why did he make them leave their nice home in Berlin to go to 'Out-

With' ? And who are all the sad people in striped pyjamas on the other side 

of the fence? The grown-ups won't explain so Bruno decides there is only 

one thing for it - he will have to explore this place alone. What he discovers 

is a new friend. A boy with the very same birthday. A boy in striped 

pyjamas. But why can't they ever play together? 

 

 

 

  

The Chocolate War 

Robert Cormier, Matt Jones 

 

The bestselling controversial novel about corruption and misuse of power 

in an American boys' school. The headmaster of Trinity College asks Archie 

Costello, the leader of the Vigils, a secret society that rules the school, to 

help with the selling of 20,000 boxes of chocolates in the annual fund-raising 

effort. Archie sees the chance of adding to his power - he is the Assigner, 

handing out to the boys tasks to be performed if they are to survive in the 

school. Freshman, Jerry Renault, a newcomer to the corrupt regime, refuses 

to sell chocolates. Enormous mental and physical pressure is put on him but 

he will not give in - the result is an inevitable, explosive tragedy 

 

 

 

  

The Day of the Triffids 

John Wyndham, Barry Langford 

 

When Bill Masen wakes up blindfolded in hospital there is a bitter irony in 

his situation. Carefully removing his bandages, he realizes that he is the only 

person who can see: everyone else, doctors and patients alike, have been 

blinded by a meteor shower. Now, with civilization in chaos, the triffids - 

huge, venomous, large-rooted plants able to 'walk', feeding on human flesh - 
can have their day. The Day of the Triffids, published in 1951, expresses 

many of the political concerns of its time: the Cold War, the fear of 

biological experimentation and the man-made apocalypse. However, with its 

terrifyingly believable insights into the genetic modification of plants, the 



book is more relevant today than ever before.  

 

 

 

  

The Enemy 

Charlie Higson 

 

Charlie Higson's The Enemy is the first in a jaw-dropping zombie horror 

series for teens. Everyone over the age of fourteen has succumbed to a 

deadly zombie virus and now the kids must keep themselves alive. When 

the sickness came, every parent, police officer, politician - every adult fell ill. 

The lucky ones died. The others are crazed, confused and hungry. Only 

children under fourteen remain, and they're fighting to survive. Now there 

are rumours of a safe place to hide. And so a gang of children begin their 

quest across London, where all through the city - down alleyways, in 

deserted houses, underground - the grown-ups lie in wait. But can they 

make it there - alive? 
 

 

 

  

The Fault in Our Stars 

John Green 

 

The multi-million #1 bestseller, now a major motion picture starring 

Shailene Woodley and Ansel Elgort. I fell in love the way you fall asleep: 

slowly, then all at once. Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that 

has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her 

final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist 

named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, 

Hazel's story is about to be completely rewritten.  

 

 

 

  

The Graveyard Book 

Neil Gaiman 

 

When a baby escapes a murderer intent on killing his entire family, who 

would have thought it would find safety and security in the local graveyard? 

Brought up by the resident ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod has an 

eccentric childhood learning about life from the dead. But for Bod there is 

also the danger of the murderer still looking for him - after all, he is the last 

remaining member of the family. A stunningly original novel deftly 

constructed over eight chapters, featuring every second year of Bod's life, 

from babyhood to adolescence. Will Bod survive to be a man? 

 

 

 

  

The Knife of Never Letting Go 

Patrick Ness 

 
A new edition of the award-winning first novel in the Chaos Walking trilogy, 

with a bonus short story, The New World. Imagine you're the only boy in a 

town of men. And you can hear everything they think. And they can hear 

everything you think. Imagine you don't fit in with their plans...Todd Hewitt 



is just one month away from the birthday that will make him a man. But his 

town has been keeping secrets from him. Secrets that are going to force 

him to run...The new edition of this unflinching novel about fear, flight and 

the terrifying path of self-discovery features the short story, The New 

World. Set before the events of The Knife of Never Letting Go, it is the 

story of Viola's dramatic journey to the New World. 

 

 

 

  

The Savages 

Matt Whyman 

 

They'd love to have you for dinner Sasha Savage is in love with Jack 

Greenway - a handsome, charming, clever...vegetarian. Which would be 

acceptable if it weren't for the fact that Sasha's family are very much 

'carnivorous', with strong views to boot. Behind the respectable family 

facade all is not as it seems. Sasha's father Titus rules his clan with an iron 
fist, and although her mother Angelica never has a hair out of place, her 

credit card bills are shocking and her culinary skills are getting 

more...'adventurous' by the day. As for Sasha's demonic brother Ivan? Well, 

after accidentally decapitating a supermodel in their family bathroom his 

golden boy image is looking wobbly. To the outsider the Savages might look 

like the perfect family, but there is more to them than meets the eye. When 

the too-curious private detective Vernon English starts to dig for darker 

truths, this tight knit family starts to unravel - as does their sinister and 

predatory taste in human beings... 

 

 

 

  

There Will be Lies 

Nick Lake 

 

Shelby Jane Cooper is seventeen, pretty and quiet. It's just Shelby and her 

mom, Shaylene, a court stenographer who wears pyjama jeans, stitches 

tapestry, eats ice-cream for dinner and likes to keep Shelby safe. So safe she 

barely goes out. So safe she doesn't go to school. Because anything could 

happen, to a girl like Shelby. Anything. When Shelby gets knocked down by 

a car, it's not just her leg that's broken: Shelby's world is shattered. Her 

mom turns up to collect her and drives off into the night, like it's the 

beginning of a road trip, like two criminals on the run, like Thelma and 

Louise or Bonnie and Clyde. And somehow, everywhere she looks, there's 

a coyote watching her, talking to her, telling her not to believe. Who is 

Shelby Jane Cooper? If the person who keeps you safe also tells you lies, 

who can you trust? Shortlisted for The CILIP Carnegie Medal in 2016 

 

 

 

  

Unhooking the Moon 

Gregory Hughes 
 

Meet the Rat: A dancing, football-playing gangster-baiting ten-year-old. 

When she foresaw her father's death, she picked up her football and 

decided to head for New York. Meet her older brother Bob: Protector of 



the Rat, but more often her follower, he is determined to find their uncle in 

America and discover a new life for them both. On their adventures across 

the flatlands of Winnipeg and through the exciting streets of New York, 

Bob and the Rat make friends with a hilarious con man and a famous rap 

star, and escape numerous dangers. But is their Uncle a rich business man, 

or is the word on the street, that he something more sinister, true? And 

will they ever find him? Hughes has created a funny, warm, unique world 

that lives and breathes. Like I Capture the Castle, Breakfast at Tiffany's, The 

Curious Incident, Hughes' story and characters will resonate for many and 

for years to come. 

 

 

 

  

We are All Made of Molecules 

Susin Nielsen 

 

Meet Stewart. He's geeky, gifted and sees things a bit differently to most 
people. His mum has died and he misses her all the more now he and Dad 

have moved in with Ashley and her mum. Meet Ashley. She's popular, cool 

and sees things very differently to her new family. Her dad has come out 

and moved out - but not far enough. And now she has to live with a 

freakazoid step-brother. Stewart can't quite fit in at his new school, and 

Ashley can't quite get used to her totally awkward home, which is now filled 

with some rather questionable decor. And things are about to get a whole 

lot more mixed up when these two very different people attract the 

attention of school hunk Jared… 

 


