


Reasons 

More disposable 

income 

More paid holidays 

than in the past Cheaper travel 

(particularly air 

travel) 

Internet= easy to 

book and cheaper 

Improvements in transport 

(no more week long trips 

to Australia) 

Unusual tourists 

destinations are better 

at marketing. Countries are more 

attractive for tourist having 

invested in infrastructure. 

Popularity of  

some areas is 

increasing 

 

The number of  international tourist 

arrivals has risen from 1950 to 2015, with 

a continued rise projected. 

There are many reasons for this increase 

such as the package holiday. Certain areas 

have also become more popular for certain 

reasons such as particular countries have 

invested in their tourism industry. 

 



Cities, coasts and mountains are all popular tourist areas. 

They have many physical (natural) and human (man-made) 

attractions. 

Culture (museums, art 

galleries etc.) 

Entertainment (bars, 

restaurants and 

theatres 

Shopping 

Popular destinations 

include: New York, 

Paris, Rome and 

London 

Beaches with activities 

such as swimming, 

snorkelling, fishing and 

water skiing 

Popular destinations include 

Spain, the Caribbean and 

Thailand 

Beautiful 

scenery 

Activities such as 

walking, climbing, 

skiing and snow 

boarding. 

Popular destinations include 

the Alps and the Rockies 



Why is 

tourism 

important to 

the 

economies of  

many 

countries? 

Tourism creates jobs for local people 

which helps the economy to grow as 

they pay taxes. 

It increases the income of  other businesses 

that supply the tourism industry. For 

example the farms that supply the food. 

Tourism is important to the economy in 

both rich and poor countries.  

Tourism in France generated 35 million 

Euros in 2006 and created two million 

jobs.  

Poorer countries tend to be more 

dependant on the income from tourism 

than richer ones. 

Tourism contributes to 3% of  the UK’s 

GNP compared to 15% of  Kenya’s. 

Tourism is important for many countries economies especially 

poor countries who are very dependant on the industry. 



How does 

tourism 

contribute to 

the UK’s 

economy? 

There were 32 million 

overseas visitors in the UK 

in 2008. 

The UK is popular with tourists 

because of  its countryside, historic 

landmarks, famous churches and 

cathedral and castles and palaces. 

London is particularly 

popular for its museums, 

theatres and shopping. 

It receives half  of  all the 

visitors to the UK. 

In 2007 tourism employed 

over 1.4 million people in 

the UK 

In 2007 tourism contributed 

£114 billion to the economy. 

What 

external 

factors affect 

the UK 

tourism 

industry? 

Bad weather can discourage 

tourists from visiting 

especially if  its very wet. 

World economy- in times 

of  recession people tend to 

cut back on luxuries. 

Exchange rate- the value of  

currency affects how many 

tourists come if  the £ is 

low then its cheaper. 

Terrorism and conflict- less 

people are prepared to visit 

affected areas.  

Major events- big events 

can attract huge numbers 

of  people. 



Small numbers of  tourists begin to EXPLORE 

the area. There are few facilities. 

The local people realise the economic potential 

or tourism and become INVOLVED.  

The local government realises the potential of  

tourism and DEVELOPS the area. Control moves 

from the locals to big companies. There are more 

and more facilities built. 

The area has reached a period of  

CONSOLIDATION with tourism. It is still a 

large part of  the economy but numbers are 

starting to level off.  

Visitors number have peaked and begin to 

STAGNATE. Facilities are no longer as good and 

tourists have had a negative impact on the 

environment and are making the area less attractive. 

New facilities and 

the area attracts 

more visitors.  

Fewer visitors come as the area is less 

attractive and so the area becomes run-

down and tourism and the area 

DECLINES. 

The butler model shows how a tourist destination can 

change over time. The last three outcomes depend on the 

government of  the area. 



Involvement  Exploration 

Development 

Consolidation 

Stagnation 

Rejuvenation 

Located on the Lancashire coast in the north west of England, 

Blackpool became a major tourist centre during the 19th century to 

serve the inhabitants of the northern industrial towns.  

• Decline continued but more slowly. 

• Blackpool’s attractions still made it a little different to other resorts. The 

famous Blackpool tower the Tower Ballroom, and the Tower Circus.  

• The town upgraded its zoo and a sea life centre was built. 

• Blackpool boomed between 1900 and 1950.  

• People’s disposable income increased = package holidays became 

competition for Blackpool.  

• Blackpool did attract some private investment and local authority 

grants = upgrade hotels, turn outdoor pools into indoor leisure centres 

and increase car-parking provision. 

• Blackpool should have been quicker to fight the competition 

from package holidays. 

•  It lost much of its family holiday business  

• The economy relied on day-trippers and stag and hen party 

business- not popular with residents and bad for the town’s 

image.  

• Applied to the government to be the home of the UK’s 

super casino. This would have created 20,000 jobs, raised 

£2 billion. BUT THE VOTE WAS LOST. 

• The Blackpool Masterplan spent millions improving the 

town for the Casino bid, so the town now looks less run-

down. A new department store opened in 2008.  



The lake district national park gets around 15 million 

visitors per year.  

It is popular because: 

1. Tourists come to enjoy the scenery- for example the 

large lakes and mountains.  

2. There are many activities available- bird watching, 

walking, sailing, boat rides and rock climbing.  

3. There are also cultural attractions- Beatrix Potter 

and Wordworth museums (poet).  

How did the area develop? 

 

Poets and painters discovered the 

area. The railway was invented 

allowing access. The invention of  

the car allowed more visitors and 

then the M6 was built giving 

direct access.  

What problems does 

tourism cause? 

 

Traffic/congestion 

Noise pollution 

Litter 

Pollution 

Global warming 

Footpath erosion 

Habitat destruction 

 

How can the problems be managed? 

 

Coping with extra traffic- public 

transport in the area is being improved. 

There are also campaigns to get people 

to use the new services, which offers 

them discounts at cafes.  

 

Coping with the erosion of  footpaths- 

encouraging visitors to use other routes, 

resting particular popular areas and 

using hard wearing materials for paths.  

 

Protecting the wildlife and farmland- 

there are signs to remind visitors to take 

their litter home. There have also been 

campaigns to encourage visitors to use 

the countryside responsibly such as 

closing gates etc.  

 

 

How can 

the area 

keep 

attracting 

tourists? 

The official tourism strategy  for 

Cumbria is to attract and extra two 

million visitors by 2018.  

Public transport will be improved 

to make the Lakes even more 

accessible. 

Wide scale marketing and 

advertising to make the area even 

more well known. 

Farms will be encouraged to 

provide services like quad 

biking to attract more tourists, 

The strategy also aims to 

encourage tourism outside 

the Lakes in order to relieve 

some pressure on the main 

areas.  

Time share 

developments- 

properties are 

brought under 

shared ownership- 

this will increase 

tourism all year 

round. 



Mass tourism is defined as organised tourism for large 

numbers of  people visiting one destination.  

Positive Negative 

Economic impacts  It brings money into the local economy.  

 It creates jobs for local people and helps local businesses 

that supply the industry. 

 A lot of profit made is kept by the large 

travel companies rather than going to the 

local area.  

Social impacts  Young people are likely to stay due to lots of jobs. 

 Improved roads, communications and infrastructure 

benefit the locals too.  

 Income from tourism goes into local projects.  

 The tourism jobs available to the locals 

are often badly paid and seasonal.  

 Traffic congestion caused by tourists can 

inconvenience local people.  

 The behaviour of some tourist can offend 

locals.  

Environmental impacts  Income from tourism can be given to protecting the 

environment.  

 Transporting lots of people long distances 

can increase emissions and contribute to 

global warming.  

 Tourism can increase litter and cause 

pollution.  

 Tourism can lead to the destruction of 

natural habitats.  

There are ways to reduce mass 

tourism: 

 

a) Improve public transport and 

encourage tourists to use it-

reduces congestion and pollution.  

b) Limit the number of  people 

visiting sensitive environments 

such as coral reefs 

c) Providing lots of  bins helps 

reduce litter. 

There are ways to make sure tourism is maintained (areas 

that rely heavily on tourism need to make sure they keep 

coming: 

 

a) Build new facilities or improve existing ones.  

b) Reduce any tourist impacts that make the area less 

attractive.  

c) Advertise and market the area to attract new tourists 

d) Improve transport infrastructure to make the area quick 

and easy to get to. 

e) Offer new activities to attract different types of  tourists.  

f) Make it cheaper to visit- lower attraction fees. 



Responsible tourism-  
 
 Local guides- takes visitors off the beaten track 

attractions.  
 Signposting local food and crafts- tourists are encouraged 

to buy from Jamaican traders. 
 Employment of local staff – this occurs in smaller inland 

hotels, they also use locally grown food. 
 Tourists and local people to communicate- this happens 

through Jamaican tourist board’s ‘Meet the People’ 
website initiative. This helps visitors and locals help each 
other, which is an important benefit. 

 Educating tourists and locals- this helps them both avoid 
the negative impacts.  

Positive economic impacts Negative economic impacts 

 The money spent by tourists helps 

tourism businesses.  

 Tourism businesses employ many 

local Jamaican staff. 

 The Jamaican tourism workers 

spend their money in other local 

businesses. This is known as a 

multiplier effect 

 

 

 Many tourism businesses are owned 

by tourism companies. 

 Profit leakage therefore occurs in 

Jamaica. 

 Some small businesses have to close 

because they can’t compete against 

the more well known organisations. 

Jamaica is a relatively poor country- its GDP 

is only about US$8000 per person per year, 

compared with the UK’s US$36 000. Tourism 

account for 45% of  the money Jamaica earns 

from abroad (almost $2 billion in 2008). 

Therefore increasing tourism could help to 

raise the standard of  living of  Jamaica’s 

people.  

Mass tourism has mostly affected the areas 
around Jamaica’s north coast resorts, east of 

Negril. They have become built up, 
congested and polluted. Most tourists arrive 

at Montego Bay’s international airport.  

The Jamaican government has been following a Master Plan, to try to 

develop sustainable tourism. Its three main ideas have been to: 

  

 Limit the development of  mass tourism to existing resorts such as 

Ocho Rios. 

 Spread small-scale tourism to other parts of  the island. 

 Involve the local people more.  

Community tourism- local people running small-scale 

guesthouses. This helps to bring tourists to less developed 

towns, such as Port Antonio, without mass tourism’s 

negative effects.  

Honeypots are a 
consequence of mass 
tourism. People swarm 
like bees to beautiful 
attractions like Dunn’s 
river falls in Jamaica.   



Why are 

extreme 

environments 

becoming 

more 

popular? 

Why are tourists 

attracted? 

Why is tourism increasing 

in extreme environments? 

Adventure activities such as river 

rafting and trekking. 

Different and exciting- these holidays 

offer something that other people won’t 

have done. 

Risk and danger- this is offered by the 

harsh conditions.  

Wildlife- certain wildlife like polar bears 

can only be found in these environments. 

Scenery- some landscapes can only been 

seen in these environments such as 

icebergs. 

Improvements in transport- it is 

quicker and easier to get to these 

destinations. 

More disposable income- these 

holidays are expensive by with more 

more people can afford them. 

TV programmes and advertising- these 

are making adventure holidays more 

expensive. 

The comfort factor- a lot of  these 

places are seen from the comfort of  a 

boat  

 

Tourism in extreme environments can cause serious problems because they are 

fragile environments with carefully balanced ecosystems. 

For example in the Himalayas tourism can: 

1. Causes trees to be cut down to provide fuel for trekkers which destroys animal 

habitats.  

2. Deforestation also means there are fewer trees to intercept the rain. So there is 

more flooding.  

3. Tree roots normally hold the soil together so deforestation also causes soil 

erosion.  

4. The large numbers of tourists causes footpath erosion which can cause 

landslides.  

5. Toilets are poor and non-existent so rivers become polluted by sewage 

 



The Antarctic Treaty 

 

This is an international agreement that 

came into force in 1961 and has now 

been signed by 47 countries. The 

Treaty is designed to protect and 

conserve the area and its plant and 

animal life. 

In April 2009 those who signed the 

treaty agreed to introduce new limits 

on tourism- only ships with fewer than 

500 passengers are allowed to land 

and a maximum of  100 passengers are 

allowed on shore at any one time. 

 

The Antarctic is becoming more 

popular with tourists. Antarctica is a 

continent in the south pole of  which 

98% is covered in ice. The number of  

visitors each year is rising. In 

1996/1997 there were 7413 visitors 

and by 2007/2008 the number had 

increased to 46 000. Tourists are 

attracted by the stunning scenery 

(icebergs) and the wildlife (penguins 

and whales).  

What are the environmental 

impacts of  tourism? 

 

1. Tourists can trample plants, 

disturb wildlife and drop litter. 

2. There are fears that tourists 

could introduce non-native 

species or diseases which could 

wipe out species of  wildlife. 

3. Spillage of  fuel from ships is a 

potential threat- fuel spills kill 

marine and bird life. 

 

Code of 

conduct- 

International 

Association of 

Antarctica 

Tour 

Operators  

Specially protected areas are 

off  limits to tourists. 

Wildlife must not be disturbed when 

being observed. 

Litter- nothing can be left behind and no 

smoking during shore landings. 

Supervision- tourists must stay with 

their guides and group. 

Plant life- tourists are educated not to 

walk on fragile plant life. 

Waste- sewage must be treated 

biologically and other waste stay on 

board the ships. 



Eco-tourism does not destroy the environment and benefits the local people.  

It involves conservation (protecting and managing the environment) and 

stewardship (taking responsibility for conserving the environment and treating 

it as if  it were our own). It is usually a small scale activity with only small 

numbers of  tourists. 

Social 

Economic Environmental 

Local people have better and more stable 

incomes than in other jobs. 

Many eco-tourism schemes fund 

community projects such as schools. 

Local people are encouraged to conserve 

their environment. 

It reduces poaching and hunting of  

endangered species since locals will 

benefit more from protecting them. 

Eco-tourism projects try to reduce the 

use of  fossil fuels-reduces global 

warming. 

Waste that tourists produce is 

disposed of  carefully to 

prevent pollution. 

Eco-tourism creates jobs for local 

people which helps the local 

economy grow. 

Local people not directly 

involved in tourism can make 

money selling their produce to 

the industry. 

Money from eco-tourism is put into 

the local economy. 

Eco-tourism is considered sustainable because it improves the quality of  life 

of  the people but in a way that doesn't’t stop people in the future getting 

what they need. The money made goes into local projects and it does not 

damage the environment. 



The Yachana ecolodge in the Amazon, 

Ecuador is one example of  this type of  

development. The ecolodge is a guesthouse 

where a small number of  ecotourists can 

stay. Every room has a view of  the river, 

safe drinking water and a private bathroom 

with hot shower.  

How is the Yachana ecolodge sustainable? 

 

 Its dinning room serves the guests meals 

from locally grown food.  

 The lodge uses the renewable energy 

source of  solar power.  

 Most of  the people who work at the 

Yachana are local.  

 The lodge also employs Amerindian 

guides to show the guests the rainforest 

environment.  

 

The lodge offers a range of  ecotourism 

activities:  

 

 They involve visiting the natural 

environment in small groups and 

causing as little harm to the area and 

local people.  

 The activities help the tourists to better 

understand the environment and the 

lives of  the local people.  

 

 

Global warming 
  

The living rainforest 
absorbs a lot of carbon 
dioxide and produces 

oxygen. However cutting 
down and burning the trees 
to create land adds carbon 
dioxide to the atmosphere- 

which in turn increases 
global warming. 

Tourism 
  

Eco-tourists like to visit 
the rainforest and meet 

wildlife and people. They 
bring money to the 

places they visit. If the 
forest is cleared they will 

not continue to come 
and the area will loose 

out financially.  

Ecosystem  
Clearing the rainforest damages the fragile ecosystem 
there. Animals and plant loose their habitats and many 

species become extinct. Humans suffer as a result 
because the Amazon species have provided the 

ingredients for medicines. Increased clearance could 
result in future cures being lost before they are 

discovered. 

Indigenous people 
Amerindians have lived in the rainforest for centauries. However 

increasing contact with the outsiders now moving into the 
forest, means that they risk catching diseases, which they have 
no resistance to. Clearing also means these people loose their 

homes and way of life. 

Flooding 
Clearing reduced the interception 

and therefore when it rains the fertile 
topsoil is washed into rivers and lost. 

The rivers also silt up as a result 
which means they are more likely to 
flood and damage homes and farms 

further down stream. 

Why protect the Amazon? 

The Amazon is a fragile ecosystem. 

Over the last 50 years the Amazon has 

changed. People have moved in and 

cleared thousands of  square kilometres 

every year for timber, farming, mining 

and road building. The result of  this 

clearance is that 20% of  the rainforest 

has now been destroyed.  

 


