


The growth of  people living in towns and cities. 

Caused by rural- urban migration in LEDCs 

How land is used and modified by humans.  

An area of  green land which has not been 

previously built on. 

An area of  land which has been previously build on 

and developed 

An settlement which has been erected illegally.  

The development of  a countries secondary sector 

(industry). 

Where a city does not irreversibly damage the 

environment or use resources faster than they can 

be replaced.   



Urbanisation is the growth in the number of  people living 

in a country living in urban areas. 

Urbanisation differs between rich and 

poor countries.  

 

1. Most of  the population in richer 

countries already live in urban areas. 

2. Not many of  the population in poor 

countries live in urban areas.  

3. Most urbanisation is happening in 

poorer countries at a fast pace.  

• These countries have already developed and when 

they industrialised a lot of  people moved to the city 

for factory work 

• People were leaving run down cities but now they 

are coming back as the CBD is redeveloped 

• These countries are industrialising fast.  

• The people in the rural areas believe there are more 

opportunities for them in the urban areas.  

• There are more jobs in the cities because industry is 

attracted to the city where there is a large 

workforce and good infrastructure (roads etc.) 



 

Push factors 
 Few jobs and low wages-farming. 

 Lack of  services. 

 Poor harvests- risk of  starvation 

and no income. 

 

Pull factors 
 More jobs and better wages- 

industry is attracted to LEDC cities.  

 Better services-clean water, 

healthcare. 

Rural impacts 
 An increasingly elderly population, they 

may struggle with every day living tasks. 

 Even fewer services as they close with 

less demand and funding from taxes.  

Urban impacts 
 Overcrowding- shortage of  housing and 

jobs.  

 Increased traffic, pollution and waste.  

 Squatter settlements- disease, badly built, 

flooding risk, and no basic facilities.  

Rural management 
 Investing in local services- provide jobs. 

 Giving loans and grants to businesses to 

move there.  

 Improving local transport so its easier for 

people to get around.  

Urban management 
 Building more houses and attracting 

industry.  

 Easing traffic and pollution by improving 

infrastructure.  

 Shanty towns- Self  help scheme and site 

and service schemes. 

Urbanisation is caused by rural to 
urban migration in LEDCs. 



1. Low class housing and old industry. 

2. Smaller houses that are terraced. 

3. Poorer people who cant afford to 

commute and those who can only 

afford small houses.  

4. Ethnic groups live here so they are 

near important services- churches 

5. This area is now often being re-

developed in MEDC cities. 

1. Business- shops and offices. 

2. Very busy and accessible. 

3. Land is expensive. 

4. Centre point for entertainment. 

1. Business parks and high quality 

detached housing. 

2. Lots of  space and accessible for 

commuters. 

3. The land is cheaper. 

4. Richer people who like rural life live 

here. 

 

1. Medium class housing (semi-

detached) 

2. Less crowded and more pleasant 

with less traffic and pollution. 

3. Richer people who can afford to 

commute. 

4. People with families due to space 

and leisure activities. 

CBD 

The inner city 

The rural 

urban 

fringe 

The suburbs 



People are leaving home 

earlier, marrying later, 

getting divorced and 

living longer. 

UK population has increased by 7% 

since 1971.  

More people live alone- some 7 

million of  the UK’s population.  

Urban renewal schemes 

• These encourage investment in new 

housing, services and employment in 

derelict inner city areas.  

• A successful example is the dockland 

development in Liverpool. 

New towns 

• Brand new towns have been built to 

house the overspill populations from 

existing towns and cities where there 

was a shortage of  housing. 

Relocation incentives 

• People living in large 

council houses are 

encouraged to move out of  

urban areas if  they don’t 

need a large house or to 

live in the city. 

• A scheme that’s run by 

London council 

encourages older people 

who live in big houses in 

the city to move to the 

seaside or the countryside.  

Advantages of building on 
brownfield sites 

Advantages of building on 
greenfield sites 

Easier to get planning permission 
as councils want to see 
brownfield sites to get used. 

New sites do not need 
clearing so can be cheaper to 
prepare. 

Sites in cities are not left derelict 
and or empty 

No restrictions of existing 
road network 

Utilities such water and 
electricity are already provided. 

Pleasant countryside 
environment may appeal to 
potential home owners. 

Roads already exist. Some shops and business 
parks on outskirts provide 
local facilities 

Near to facilities in town centres, 
e.g. shops, entertainment and 
places of work. 

Land cheaper on outskirts so 
plots can be larger. 

Cuts commuting. More space for gardens. 



The inner city in 

MEDCs is often run 

down as a result of  

being the former 

industrial area.   

Governments have had a 

variety of  strategies to 

improve the living in the 

inner cities since 1945.  

The government put 

in ugly high rise 

flats in the late 

1960s early 1970s as 

a quick fix to the 

housing problem.  

UDCs (urban development 

corporations) 

These were large scale 

projects that involved major 

changes using private and 

public investment. Their 

purpose was to regenerate the 

area to improve the 

environment and attract 

business.  

 
City challenge 

It had a holistic approach to regeneration, where 

local authorities, private companies and the local 

community worked together.  An example was 

the Hulme, Manchester City Challenge where 

the aim was to replace old terraces, in order to 

enhance the environment, community facilities 

and shopping provision.  

Sustainable communities  

These allow people to live in an area where there is housing of  an 

appropriate standard to offer reasonable quality of  life, with access to 

jobs, education and health care. The initiative began in 2003, and one area 

affected by it is an area in east Manchester renamed New Islington 

Millennium Village. The initiative made the area more ‘green’. 



Support from others 

People feel safe and secure when 

they can associate with people from 

the same background. There is a 

sense of  belonging and protection. 

A familiar culture 

In a strange country 

there is comfort from 

people who have the 

same ideas and beliefs 

and speak the same 

language.  

Specialist facilities  

There will specialist 

facilities such as 

special shops with the 

ethnic food.  

Employment factors 

Immigrant groups tend to 

do low paid jobs or have a 

high rate of  unemployment. 

They have limited money 

and so can only afford 

cheaper housing. 

Safety in numbers 

People have a stronger 

voice if  they are heard 

as a group, rather than 

individually.  

Making sure everyone can 

access information about the 

different services. For 

example printing leaflets in 

a variety of  languages. 

Improving communication between all parts of  the 

community. For example involving the leaders of  

different ethnic communities in decisions.  

Providing interpreters at 

places like hospitals and 

police stations.  

Making sure there are suitable services for the 

different cultures. For example in some cultures its 

unacceptable to be seen by a doctor of  the opposite 

sex, so alternative should be provided.  



Air pollution 

Noise from heavy 
vehicles 

Buildings 
discolored 

Impact on health 
(asthma) 

Unsightly 

Traffic jams 

Road accidents 

As we demand greater 

mobility and accessibility 

with flexibility. 

More people have more money and like 

the door-to-door service that comes with 

a car.  

Many households 

have more than one 

car, while 45% have 

one car.   

Improving public transport.  

Increasing car parking charges in city 

centres.  

Bus priority lanes- these speed up bus services so people are more 

likely to use them.  

Pedestrianisation of  central areas. 

This removes traffic from the main 

shopping streets.  

Congestion 

charging.  

Park and ride schemes aim to 

reduce the number of  cars in the 

city centre.  



The CBDs in some cities are run 

down. During the 1950s and 1960s 

the city struggled to attract 

business.  

Competition from out of  

town shopping centres and 

business parks, which have 

cheaper rent and are easier 

to drive to.  

The city appeared busy 

and crowded. The air 

quality was poor.   

 Pedestrianising areas to make them safer and nicer for shoppers.  

 

 Improving access with better public transport links and better car parking.  

 

 Converting derelict warehouses and docks into smart new shops, restaurants and museums. 

 

 Improving public areas, e.g. parks and squares, to make them more attractive.  

 

 Initial government investment encourages businesses to return, attracting more customers, 

which attracts more businesses and so on. 

  



Squatter 

settlements 

Self  help schemes 

 These involve the government and local people 

working together to improve the quality of  life.  

 The government supplies building materials and 

the local people construct their own homes. 

 This creates better housing and the money saved on 

labour can be used for services.  

Site and service schemes 

 People pay a small amount of  money for a site.  

 They can borrow money for building materials.  

 The rent money is used to provide basic services. 

 An example is the Dandora scheme in Nairobi, 

Kenya 

Local authority schemes 

 These are funded by the local government and are 

about improving the temporary accommodation. 

 For example- Rio has spent $120 million on the 

Favela Bairro project which aimed to improve life 

for the residents. 

Built illegally on 

the outskirts of  

the city!  

Squatter 

settlements are a 

problem. 

Most of  the 

inhabitants have 

moved from the 

countryside 

The settlements 

are badly built and 

overcrowded 

The settlements 

don’t have basic 

services such as 

water. 



 Day-care centres and after school schemes to look after the 
children while their parents work.  

 Adult education classes to improve adult literacy.  
 Services to help young people affected by drug addiction, 

alcohol addiction and domestic violence. 

 Residents can now apply to legally own their properties- this  
gives them a postcode and allows them to get services such 
as rubbish collection.  

 Training schemes to help people learn new skills so they can 
find better jobs and earn more.  

 Replacement of wooden buildings with brick buildings and 
the removal of homes of dangerous steep slopes.  

 Widening and paving of streets for easy access especially 
emergency services.  

 Provision of basic services such as water and electricity.  

 Residents choose which improvements they want in their 
favela so they feel involved.  

 Neighbourhood associations are formed to communicate 
with residents and make decisions. 

 The new services are staffed by residents= provides income 
and teaches new skills. 

The Favela- Bairro project 
has been very successful!  

 
1) The standard of living and health 

of residents has improved.  
2) The property values in favelas 

that are part of the programme 
have increased by 80-120%.  

3) The number of local businesses 
within the favelas has almost 

doubled.  



Environment

al problems in 

LEDCs 

Water 

pollution 

Air 

pollution 

Waste 

disposal 

Money- poorer countries cant 

afford to dispose of  waste safely. 

They have more urgent problems 

to spend money on such as 

healthcare.  

Infrastructure- LEDCs don’t have 

the infrastructure to take the waste 

away. For example the poor roads 

mean lorries cant take the waste 

away.   Scale- the problem is huge. A city 

will generate thousands of  tonnes 

of  waste everyday.  

Air pollution can 

lead to acid rain, 

which damages 

buildings and 

vegetation.  

It can cause health problems like 

headaches.  

Some pollutants destroy 

the ozone layer which 

protects us from the sun.  

Management- Setting air quality 

standards for industries and monitoring 

levels of  pollution. 

Water pollution kills 

fish and other aquatic 

animals leading to 

the disruption of  

food chains.  

Harmful chemicals can build up 

in the food chain and poison 

humans that eat them.  

Contamination of  water 

supplies with sewage can 

spread diseases like typhoid 

Management- 

building sewage 

treatment works 

and passing laws 

which force 

factories to 

remove 

pollutants.  



Sustainable 

urban 

strategies. 

Sustainability means meeting 

the needs of  the people today 

whilst not putting the needs of  

future generations at risk.  

Recycling water to 

conserve supplies. 

Proving green spaces. 

Reducing reliance 

on fossil fuels and 

re-thing 

transport options. 

Involving local 

communities and proving 

a range of  employment. 

Conserving cultural, 

historic, and environmental 

sites and buildings. 

Minimising the 

use of  

greenfield sites 

by using 

brownfield 

sites instead. 

Reducing the amount of  

city waste by recycling. 

 Involves conserving historic 
and natural environment.  

 Historic- industrial turned 
into apartments, housing can 
be redeveloped, and canals 
can be regenerated.  

 Natural- using more 
renewable energy, collecting 
and recycling water and fuel 
efficient transport 

 Brownfield sites are areas of 
derelict land, that used to 
have buildings on them.  

 Using them for new buildings 
recycles the land.  

 Using them avoids greenfield 
sites from being used which 
protects the environment 
and stops the city growing in 
size.  

 These can act like the green 
lungs for a city. 

 These can recycle the carbon 
that the city produces.   

 These support a variety of 
wildlife.  

 They also provide healthy 
recreation facilities.  

 They provide an opportunity 
for conservation.  

 Reduce the amount of 
waste that cities produce in 
the first place.  

 Re-use and recycle as much 
as possible to reduce the 
amount of waste being put 
into landfills.  

 This helps to reduce the 
cities carbon footprint.  



Curitiba is aiming to be a sustainable city 
 

1. The overall aims are to improve the environment, reduce 
pollution and waste and improve the quality of life of the 
residents.  

2. The city has a budget of  $600 million to spend every year.  
3. Curitiba is working towards sustainability in three ways: 
a) Reducing car use.  
b) Plenty of open spaces and conserved natural environments.  
c) Good recycling schemes.  

 There is a good bus system used by more than 1.4 million 
passengers per day.  

 The bus system is an ‘express’ system- pre pay stations and bus 
only lanes.  

 The same cheap fair is paid for all journeys- good for poor 
residents.  

 Over 200km of bike paths in the city.  
 The bus and bike systems have caused car use to be 25% lower 

than in other cities in Brazil. 

70% of rubbish is recycled- 1200 trees saved per day 
Residents in poorer areas are given food and bus tickets as a 
reward for bringing their recycling to a collection centre.  

 Green space has increased from 0.5m2 per person in 1970 to 
52m2 per person in 1990.  

 There are over 1000 parks and natural areas- many of these 
are in areas prone to flooding so that the land is still useful.  

 Residents have planted 1.5 million trees.  
 Builders are given tax breaks in the city if their development 

includes green space.  


