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Options Course Guide. 
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All pupils follow a similar curriculum in Years 7, 8 and 9 which aims to provide a broad and 
balanced education in creative, practical and academic subjects. 

In Year 10 and 11, all pupils continue their studies in a core curriculum of RE, English, 
Mathematics, Science and PE.  Other subjects are chosen so as to recognise the value of a 
balanced curriculum whilst allowing for career aspirations and personal interests. 

Boys and girls have equal access to and opportunities in each subject and curriculum area. 

The same standards of personal effort, courtesy, behaviour, concern for one’s neighbour 
and respect for property can be expected of all our pupils in order to create a sense of 
order and self-discipline which is characterised by fairness and justice. 

The teaching of each subject is planned so as to match language, content, method and 
process to the pupils’ learning needs and levels of attainment. 

Pupils who experience learning difficulties are identified and supported through the co-
ordinated efforts of the Learning Support Department, their subject teachers and, where 
appropriate, teaching assistants. 

A structured programme of learning support, which is flexible to meet the changing needs 
of our pupils, is provided through: 
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 a) Specialist literacy and numeracy intervention by a trained SEND Co-ordinator for a small 
number of Y7 and Y8 pupils to work on basic reading, writing, communication and 
numeracy skills. 

b) Some very limited withdrawal from the curriculum for pupils in KS3 to develop age 
appropriate reading skills by guided reading trained community volunteers or in their 
absence due to Covid restrictions the SEN support staff. 

d) Alternative PSHCEE lessons for small groups of pupils to develop Social Communication 
skills when required. 

e) Use of step-out pre exclusion places for a small number of high need children to work 
on social interaction skills and emotional needs as well as academic provision to avoid 
exclusion and re-integrate successfully to full school curriculum. 

f) A personalised curriculum at KS4 for a small number of pupils through AP providers. 

g) Integration into regular ability groups in other subjects - support is provided through 
the learning support department and TAs to prepare suitable teaching materials and 
provide in class support. 

h) Support from a TA who works in direct support of each pupil according to their 
Education Health Care Plan and/or Higher Needs Action Plan. 

 

Each subject is able to recognise its potential to contribute to the development of: 

 literacy skills of reading, listening, oracy and writing 

 numeracy through the application of mathematical concepts and skills to practical 
examples and situations 

 Citizenship and Economic Awareness 

 ICT skills 

 group skills and team work 

 independent study skills 

 self-respect, self-confidence and personal responsibility  

 the skills, knowledge and inter-personal skills necessary to take one’s place as adults in 
the modern world 

 a more mature understanding of the concepts of right and wrong. 

Pupils are taught to understand human relationships and the associated moral teaching 
through an organised programme in several areas of the curriculum.  Sex and Relationship 
Education (SRE) is integrated into this programme so as to meet the needs of the pupils as 
they grow and develop towards maturity.  It is the role of the RE department to bring these 
elements together in the context of Catholic teaching on the love of God and our neighbour 
and the sanctity of Christian marriage. 

In Year 7, 8 and 9 ICT knowledge and skills are developed through the taught computing 
course. 

Sporting, cultural and artistic activities are encouraged and supported so as to give pupils 
the opportunity to develop personal interests and enter more fully into the community life 
of the school. 
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An annual and planned programme of school visits is organised for their educational and 
social contribution to the curriculum. 

 

Year 7: Each pupil is a member of a mixed ability tutor group and is placed in the care of a 
form teacher who is expected to show an interest in their welfare and progress.  The tutor 
group retains a stable identity throughout the five years of secondary schooling and is used 
for the purposes of registration, pastoral care, inter-house competitions, routine 
administration and PSHCEE. 

PSHCEE is delivered as a discrete subject to all classes in Years 7-10 in extended form times 
each week.  In year 11 this program continues though is interrupted at times for 
examination support activities as pupils approach final assessments.  

Tutor groups are named after the Salesian Saints, Dominic (Savio), (Francis) De Sales, (Mary) 
Mazzarelo and (John) Bosco 

Due to Covid restrictions and efforts to limit close interactions Y7 are largely taught in form 
groups as mixed ability classes.  This is not true in PE were pupils are split into boy/girl 
groups and the DT/Art carousel  when groups are smaller and therefore sub-divided due to 
health and safety requirements.  For timetable purposes the teaching groups are labelled as 
S, A and V. 

 

Each pupil’s progress is reviewed bi-annually during the first three years so that grouping 
reflects attainment, personal effort and likely potential. 

 

All pupils have an hour of Computing each week and three hours of PE over two weeks. In 
technology, pupils study each discipline (Resistant Materials, Food and Art) for a third of a 
year each over the course of Year 7.  The year group is split into two bands to allow 
specialist teaching, this applies across all subjects.  For health and safety purposes 
Technology is split into 3 groups in each band.  The curriculum is designed so that should 
ability group be desired 7S and can be used as a top set distinct across all subjects.  7A and 
7V would form sets 2 and 3 and be common for foundation subjects, allowing alterations to 
groupings for English and Mathematics to allow greater differentiation in delivery.   Where 
pupils require movement across bands/groups this is done in conjunction with the 
curriculum lead. 

 
  

Organisation in Year7, Year 8 & Year 9 
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Year 8: Pupils remain in the same mixed ability tutor groups as in Year 7. For timetable 
purposes the year group is divided into two bands based on ability and set on the SAVIO 
model.  For set 1 all lessons are taught as this group with the exception of PE and DT which 
are split on gender and H&S numbers respectively.  For Band 2 there are two teaching 
groups made  for MFL, humanities, computing, performing arts, music and science.  Class 
groups for these subjects are consistent. 

 

8 S 

8 A 

8 V                 S – HPA, V - LPA 

8 I   (Currently not used) 

8 O (Currently not used) 

Each pupil’s progress continues to be reviewed bi-annually so that grouping reflects 
attainment, personal effort and likely potential. 

All pupils have an hour of Computing each week and three hours of PE over two weeks. In 
technology, pupils study each discipline (Resistant Materials, Food and Art) for a third of a 
year each over the course of Year 8.  The year group is split into two ability bands to allow 
specialist teaching, this applies across all subjects. 

 For health and safety purposes Technology is split into 2 groups in band 1 and 3 groups in 
band 2.  Technology, Maths and English set pupils independently from other subjects but 
within the bounds of the banding system.  Where pupils require movement across bands 
this is done in conjunction with the curriculum lead. 

 

Band 1  Band 2 

8S  8A 

     8V 

    

PE is taught to a half year group at a time by two members of the PE department. 

 
Year 9: Pupils remain in the same mixed ability tutor group as in Years 7 and 8. For 
timetable purposes the year group pupils continues to be divided into two approximately 
equal-sized groups based on ability.  These groupings are consistent for MFL, Humanities, 
Computing, Music, Performing Arts and PE.  Science is taught in linear groups with four 
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teaching groups which allows independent setting.  English, Maths set pupils independently 
from other subjects but within the bounds of the banding system.   

 

9 S 

9 A 

9 V                  S – HPA, I - LPA 

9 I 

9O (Currently not used) 

Each pupil’s progress continues to be reviewed bi-annually so that grouping reflects 
attainment, personal effort and likely potential. 

Again, each half-year group is sub-divided into two ability groups. For the current Year 9 the 
groups are as follows: 

Band 1  Band 2 

   9S  9V 

   9A  9I 

    

PE is taught to a half-year group at a time by two members of the PE department. 

 

 
 

 

As tutor groups move into the Upper School, they will normally remain under the guidance 
of the form tutor for both Years 10 and 11 if possible. 

All pupils are encouraged to follow a broad and balanced curriculum and choices are 
accommodated wherever possible to accommodate parental wishes, career aspirations and 
personal interests. Progression routes are an important consideration in the advice given to 
pupils and their families. 

Pupils do welcome a sense of purpose and direction in their lives and therefore all courses 
at Key Stage 4, except the core PE curriculum, are organised, where possible, to lead to a 
recognised public examination or other form of external accreditation. 

A programme of Careers Education is in place. At KS4 assemblies are used to deliver 
sessions by a full range of post 16 providers. Careers Guidance is provided through 1:1 
interviews which are targeted to meet the needs of individuals. Throughout there is a focus 

Organisation in Year 10 & Year 11 
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on ‘Action Planning’ and knowing how to find information and seek advice. The programme 
is supported by visits, speakers in assemblies and drop-in sessions e.g. on completing 
Curriculum Vitae documents. 

In so far as is possible, the timetable structure allows for curriculum areas to group pupils 
to create the best possible learning environment to maximise achievement. Subjects in the 
option system may have the opportunity to teach ability or mixed-ability groups dependant 
on the numbers opting. 

The curriculum provides the opportunity to study a range of GCSE and level 2 vocational 
courses. There is also provision, where appropriate, for pupils to study for a variety of entry 
level qualifications. 

The ‘Core Curriculum’, studied by all pupils, consists of full GCSEs in English, Maths , Science 
and Religious Education; all pupils do Physical Education in both years 10 and 11. 

 

In consultation with parents, pupils are given additional guidance in terms of studying for a 
Modern Foreign Language. The expectation is made that pupils in the upper teaching group 
from Year 9 will study either French or Spanish. 

 

 

 
  

Curriculum structure 2019/20 
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Year 10 

 
 
Year 11 
 

 

 

 

Curriculum for Key Stage 4 


