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Knowledge  
 
The Year 7 English curriculum has been split into six units of 
work, each building on prior learning from key stage 2. These will 
be taught in blocks, embedding opportunities for assessment and 
subsequent intervention pertaining to the knowledge and skills 
assessed prior to moving on to the next unit.  
 
Each unit is themed and built around the National Curriculum for 
English. In particular, inference and grammatical skills are 
addressed as a transitional knowledge gap at the start of the 
academic year through the teaching of a full novel, and the final 
unit is mapped to allow pupils to apply their understanding of 
core reading skills to a breadth of text types, maintain and 
nurture creativity, and consolidate writing skills in readiness for 
the development of knowledge and skills in year 8.  
 
Besides interleaving reading, writing and speaking for different 
audiences and purposes, vocabulary and concepts associated 
with each unit will be revisited and reviewed, as set out in 
knowledge organisers at the start of each unit. These are 
available to view as separate documents.  
 
Over the year pupils will develop knowledge of:  
A full novel including studying setting, plot, and characterisation, 
and the effects of these, making inferences and referring to 
evidence in the text, using Standard English confidently in 
discussion and expressing ideas. 
 
Concepts of gothic and fantasy genres including learning new 
vocabulary, relating it explicitly to known vocabulary and 
understanding it with the help of context and dictionaries, 
checking their understanding to make sure that what they have 

Skills 
 
Reading 

 Make meaning of a text, using knowledge of the context and purpose, 
monitoring for sense and responding with questions and thoughts and looking 
for explicit and implicit clues to build meaning 

 Make inferences with more challenging, literary texts and those from less 
familiar contexts 

 Begin to explore how texts relate to other texts first by exploring differing 
personal responses, then increasingly by looking for differences in content, 
ideas, and the techniques writers choose to use 

 Develop a broad knowledge of grammatical terminology and some more 
literary terminology 

 Identify grammatical structures and explore the possible impact of these 
structures on the reader 

  
Writing 

 Continue to develop technical accuracy in spelling and punctuation and with the 
self-regulation needed to proof read 

 Develop a broadening knowledge of genre, the relatedness of texts and the 
grey areas in classification 

 Design their own tasks, selecting form with purpose, intention and reader 
response in mind 

 Write in more formal registers and assess when Standard English is necessary 
and appropriate in a given context, and when more informal registers can be 
effective 

 Write in first and third person, emulating styles 
 Write analytical responses to texts as an introduction to analytical essay writing 
  

Spoken Language 
 Talk about how to speak and listen 
 Talk and listen to an audience 
 Talk and listen with other people 



read makes sense from a personal perspective and as a reflection 
of the intentions and conventions of the genre. 
 
Descriptive and narrative writing conventions including amending 
the vocabulary, grammar and structure of writing to improve its 
coherence and overall effectiveness, drawing on knowledge of 
literary and rhetorical devices from reading and listening to 
enhance the impact of writing, making use of opportunities to 
plan, draft, edit and proof-read, drawing on new vocabulary and 
grammatical constructions from reading and listening, and using 
these consciously in writing and speech to achieve particular 
effects.  
 
Letter writing structure, including summarising and organising 
material, and supporting ideas and arguments with any necessary 
factual detail, applying growing knowledge of vocabulary, 
grammar and text structure to writing and selecting the 
appropriate form, knowing and understanding the differences 
between spoken and written language, including differences 
associated with formal and informal registers, and between 
Standard English and other varieties of English.  
 
Articles, including considering how their writing reflects the 
audiences and purposes for which it was intended and paying 
attention to accurate grammar, punctuation and spelling; 
applying the spelling patterns and rules set out in English 
Appendix 1 to the key stage 1 and 2 programmes of study for 
English.  
 
Scriptwriting and roleplay and the study of a Shakespeare play, 
including understanding how the work of dramatists is 
communicated effectively through performance and how 
alternative staging allows for different interpretations of a play, 
improvising, rehearsing and performing play scripts and poetry in 
order to generate language and discuss language use and 

 Talk in role as another person 

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities 
Literacy: writing for purpose, reading strategies,  speaking and listening for a variety of 
contexts  
Numeracy: word counting, use of graphs and charts  
History: connections with heritage texts and those with historical value 
SMSC: exploration of themes, including loss, gender roles, social status  
RE: consideration of ideas in texts in relation to beliefs and teachings  
ICT: Use of technology for presentations and research  
Art: representations of characters and motifs, storyboarding  



meaning, using role, intonation, tone, volume, mood, silence, 
stillness and action to add impact.  
 
Analytical writing, including making critical comparisons across 
texts, knowing how language, including figurative language, 
vocabulary choice, grammar, text structure and organisational 
features, presents meaning.  
 
Non-fiction articles and personal account writing, including 
knowing the purpose, audience for and context of the writing and 
drawing on this knowledge to support comprehension.  
 
Grammatical terms, taken from the Key Stage 3 programme of 
study, including extending and applying the grammatical 
knowledge set out in English Appendix 2 to the key stage 1 and 2 
programmes of study to analyse more challenging texts, studying 
the effectiveness and impact of the grammatical features of the 
texts they read, using Standard English confidently in their own 
writing and speech.  
 
Poetry as a reflection on real world events and experiences, 
including recognising a range of poetic conventions and 
understanding how these have been used, discussing reading, 
writing and spoken language with precise and confident use of 
linguistic and literary terminology, participating in formal debates 
and structured discussions, summarising and/or building on what 
has been said. 
 

The Bigger Picture… 
In Year 7 English should  

 Cover national curriculum requirements 

 Provide access to high quality texts which address social, 
spiritual, moral and cultural beliefs 

 instil core skills of reading and writing, spoken language 
and vocabulary development in a creative, relevant and 



inspiring way 

 enrich pupils’ knowledge and love of the subject 

 support transition and compliment previous knowledge 
and understanding of KS2  

 promote a growth mindset and metacognition, allowing 
pupils to develop resilience strategies  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Knowledge 
and 
Knowledge 
Extension 
 
 

A Monster Calls  
 
This first unit introduces 
pupils to the study of a 
whole novel and allows 
them to engage with the 
narrative and draw their 
own meanings, whilst 
gaining an understanding 
of fear, coping and grief, 
and how these can be 
manifested.  
 
Key concepts: narrative 
structure, narrative 
voice, plot, theme and 
character development, 
symbolism, including 
folklore, moral 
storytelling and The 
Green Man (the Pagan 
symbol for rebirth) 

Fantasy  
 
In this unit, pupils 
will be exploring the 
genre of stories that 
could not take place 
in real life, and 
contain fantastical 
elements such as 
gods, monstrous 
beasts, and magic 
found in ancient 
mythologies, 
folklore, and 
religious texts.  
 
Key concepts: 
differentiating 
fantasy from science 
fiction and reality, 
heroism, the use of 
the genre as a 
coping mechanism, 
utopia and dystopia 

Gothic and The 
Supernatural  
 
In this unit, 
pupils will look 
at the origin and 
development of 
gothic stories, 
including the 
combination of 
horror and 
romanticism, 
tension and high 
emotion, and 
the 
supernatural.  
 
Key concepts: 
mood and 
atmosphere, 
setting and the 
importance of 
places to create 
mystery, terror 
and suspense  

Macbeth  
 
In this unit, pupils 
will study a full 
Shakespeare play, 
considering the plot, 
character and 
themes, the impact 
on a contextual and 
contemporary 
audience and how 
the text differs in 
performance.  
 
Key concepts: the 
impact of the 
supernatural on 
events, the context 
of witchcraft and 
Jacobean beliefs in 
the supernatural, 
hubris and hamartia, 
the dynamics of 
power 

Voices of War – 
Non-Fiction texts, 
incl. autobiography   
 
In this unit, pupils 
will be exposed to 
personal accounts 
written during times 
of war and conflict, 
developing their 
awareness of 
perspectives and 
experiences which 
are not their own. 
They will develop an 
appreciation of the 
political, social and 
historical value of 
these texts.  
 
Key concepts: eye-
witness accounts, 
bias and 
propaganda, 
patriotism, the 
reliability of  source 
material  

Voices of War –
Poetry 
 
In this final unit, 
pupils will study WW1 
poets, making 
comparisons and 
connections between 
writers such as Jessie 
Pope, Rupert Brooke 
and Siegfried Sassoon 
and Wilfred Owen, 
considering how 
writers’ choices of 
vocabulary, methods, 
content and structure 
contribute to tone 
and effect. They will 
make links between 
contextual 
information and 
poetry as an 
expression of 
emotion.  
 
Key concepts:  poetic 
forms, the futility of 



war, desensitisation, 
historical 
consciousness 

Building on 
 
 
 
 

Inference skills from KS2  
Knowledge of plot, 
character and theme 
development in a novel   

Concept of fantasy 
and monsters 
 
 
 

Analysing more 
challenging 
texts, use of 
setting   

Concept of 
supernatural  

Narrative voice, 
concept of power   

Understanding of 
historical non-fiction 
Knowledge of writers’ 
methods, 
performance texts   

Assessment 
 
 
 
 

Reading assessment – 
how does the writer 
achieve effects  
Writing assessment – 
writing in role  
  

Presentation – 
fantasy character  
Christmas exam – 
descriptive writing  

Reading 
assessment – 
effects of gothic 
features  
Narrative 
writing – gothic 
story opening  

Reading assessment 
– extract analysis  
Writing assessment 
– Macbeth’s letter  

Reading assessment 
–how writers views 
are presented  
Writing assessment 
– newspaper article  
 
 

Reading assessment – 
response to a poem  
Writing – script 
writing  
S&L – performance of 
scripts 

 


