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Knowledge  
 
KS3 Geography:  
 
This scheme of work consists of twelve chapters, which will be taught over 
taught throughout key stage 3. The final unit in each chapter is a skills-based 
unit providing students with a more in-depth investigative approach to a 
particular topic. The course has been structured to provide you with the 
flexibility to ‘mix and match’ the chapters as required by your school’s 
Programme of Study.       
       
The twelve chapters have been divided into two themes. Theme A focuses on 
the geography of the UK, providing students with foundation knowledge of 
the  human and physical geography of their ‘home’ country, an essential pre-
requisite to studying AQA GCSE. In Theme B, students consider aspects of the 
wider world by investigating global issues.   
 
Pupils should consolidate and extend their knowledge of the world’s major 
countries and their physical and human features. They should understand 
how geographical processes interact to create distinctive human and physical 
landscapes that change over time. 
 
Pupils will be taught to extend their locational knowledge and deepen their 
spatial awareness of the world’s countries using maps of the world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, Asia (including China and India), and the Middle East, focusing 
on their environmental regions, including polar and hot deserts, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries and major cities 
 
Place Knowledge will ensure pupils understand geographical similarities, 
differences and links between places through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region within Africa, and of a region within Asia. 
 
Human and physical geography  
Understand through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of 
scales, the key processes in: 
 

 physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate 
tectonics; rocks, weathering and soils; weather and climate, including 

Skills 
Students will be required to develop and demonstrate a range of geographical skills, including 
cartographic, graphical, numerical and statistical skills, throughout their study. 
 
Atlas maps: 

 use and understand coordinates – latitude and longitude 

 recognise and describe distributions and patterns of both human and physical features 

 maps based on global and other scales may be used and students may be asked to identify and 
describe significant features of the physical and human landscape on them, e.g. population 
distribution, population movements, transport networks, settlement layout, relief and drainage. 

Ordnance Survey maps: 

 use and interpret OS maps at a range of scales 

 use and understand coordinates – four and six-figure grid references 

 use and understand scale, distance and direction – measure straight and curved line distances 

 use and understand gradient, contour and spot height 

 numerical and statistical information 

  identify basic landscape features and describe their characteristics from map evidence 

 interpret cross sections and transects of physical and human landscapes 

 describe the physical features as they are shown on large scale maps  
Maps in association with photographs: 

 be able to compare maps 

 sketch maps: draw, label, understand and interpret 

 photographs: use and interpret ground, aerial and satellite photographs 

 describe human and physical landscapes (landforms, natural vegetation, land-use and 
settlement) and geographical phenomena from photographs 

 draw sketches from photographs 

 label and annotate diagrams, maps, graphs, sketches and photographs. 
Numerical skills: 

 demonstrate an understanding of number, area and scales 

 understand and correctly use proportion and ratio, magnitude and frequency 

 draw informed conclusions from numerical data. 
Literacy: 
Most communication is through the written word, raising the importance of good literacy skills. 
Students should be able to communicate information in ways suitable for a range of target audiences. 
Skills-pods: 
Skills-pods will help students develop key geographical skills. The skills are based on those required by 
the AQA GCSE geography specification, but are carefully introduced so that KS3 students can start to 
develop their understanding and application of them.  



the change in climate from the Ice Age to the present; and glaciation, 
hydrology and coasts 

 human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; 
international development; economic activity in the primary, 
secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; and the use of natural 
resources 

 understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, 
and change landscapes, environments and the climate; and how 
human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems 

 

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities 

 
Further opportunities for literacy and oracy skills development 
 
Questions designed to incorporate literacy and oracy. 
Question and answer sessions.   
Discussion of how best to use maps and graphical data. 
Use Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, including classroom 
discussion. 
 
Pupils will be taught: 
 
To use language precisely and cogently 
To listen to others, respond and build on their ideas and views constructively 
To express themselves correctly and appropriately and to read accurately and with understanding 
To recognise and use Standard English 
To use writing frames and structure strips to plan work 
To spell and understand key works 
To develop writing skills through specific written tasks and to give opportunities for spelling, punctuation 
and Grammar (SPAG), especially when completing an extended writing task.  
To develop their artistic skills, as this is vital in geography when illustrating physical landforms, e.g. 
meanders, waterfalls and plate margins. 
Links to science through earthquakes and volcanoes and vegetation through beach transects are just 
some ways these two subjects intertwine. 

The Bigger Picture… 
 
We have planned our curriculum across the key stages to ensure students’ 
knowledge is secure before moving on. We revisit topics by interleaving using 
a whole school approach called grid starters which provides students the 
opportunity to consolidate and recall their knowledge in order to deepen their 
understanding. For example, in year 9 we teach global ecosystems, then study 
specific ecosystems in depth before moving on to human interactions with 
these ecosystems. Additionally, we have planned our curriculum to ensure 
students have a variety of both human and physical geography. 
 
Topics covered in year 7 have been mapped to both the key KS3 Programme 
of Study and the AQA GCSE specification, so we as a department can ensure 
that this course delivers a varied and relevant scheme of work that provides 
the perfect preparation for pupils who may want to go on and choose GCSE 
geography as an option. 

 
The course introduces students to topics that they will study in greater depth 
and detail at GCSE, while also covering all the key elements of the Key Stage 3 
Programme of Study. 
 
This course provides the strong foundations and skills practice students need 
to develop as a confident geographer. Topical, relevant content will enthuse 
students and help to build essential knowledge and understanding.  
 

 Autumn 1 
Introduction to the 
UK 

Autumn 2 
World cities 

Spring 1 
Weather and 
climate 

Spring 2 
Earthquakes 

Summer 1 
Volcanoes 

Summer 2 
Geographical skills 

Knowledge and 
Knowledge 
Extension 

This unit introduces 
students to the 
geography of the UK, an 
essential foundation for 

This unit is about 
urbanisation and cities 
around the world. 
Students will be 

In this unit pupils are 
introduced to the 
weather and climate of 
the UK, an essential 

In this unit students will 
be introduced to where 
volcanoes occur and 
what they are like. They 

This unit will focus on 
features of volcanoes 
and the hazards they 
create once they erupt. 

Skills Focus:  
Use and interpret OS 
maps, aerial and ground 
photographs (Corfe 



 
 

the study of Geography 
at KS3 and GCSE. Using 
maps and photographs, 
students are introduced 
to the nations of the UK 
and to some of the sites 
and attractions that 
make the UK special.  
 
Key ideas: 
Identifying areas within 
the UK which have their 
own distinctive 
characteristics. 
The local environment is 
an ideal starting point for 
geographical study which 
will provide 
opportunities for study 
and practical 
investigation.  
Interpreting and 
understanding OS maps 
(such as grid references, 
measuring distance and 
interpreting contour 
patterns) is fundamental 
to the study of 
geography at all levels. 
 

introduced to the 
concept of urbanisation 
and why it occurs.  
 
Key ideas: 
Causes of urbanisation 
such as natural increase 
and rural-urban 
migration and why it has 
many consequences in 
places such as China. The 
growth of megacities and 
the opportunities and 
challenges they offer. 
Living in squatter 
settlements and why 
they develop in LIC’s. 

element of Geography at 
KS3 and GCSE. Students 
will learn about the 
different aspects of 
weather and climate 
including temperature, 
precipitation and wind, 
forecasting and how it 
affects our lives.  
Key ideas: 
Weather describes day-
to-day conditions 
whereas climate is the 
long-term average. 
Several factors affect our 
weather such as the 
North Atlantic Drift 
ocean current. 
Urban areas create 
distinctive microclimates 
(school grounds) 
fieldwork investigation. 
Extreme weather in the 
UK (Beast from the East) 
 

will investigate the 
causes and effects of 
earthquakes, focusing 
particularly on the 2015 
Nepal Earthquake. They 
will then investigate the 
secondary effects of 
earthquakes (Tsunamis) 
the focus here will be on 
the March 2011 Japanese 
Tsunami. 
Key ideas: 
Underwater landforms 
such as the Mid-Atlantic 
ridge and Mariana trench 
support the theory of 
plate tectonics. 
 

Students will investigate 
the global distribution of 
volcanoes and links to 
plate tectonics. A key 
focus point here will be 
on the eruption of Mount 
Kilauea in Hawaii 2018. 
Key ideas: 
Most volcanoes are 
located on plate margins. 
They provide a variety of 
hazards associated with 
volcanic eruptions. 
(Mount Pinatubo) case 
study. 

Castle) Dorset 
 
Use and interpret 
choropleth maps and 
proportional symbols 
(Megacities) 
Use, interpret and 
complete  climate and 
atlas maps (UK atlas 
maps) 

Building on 
 
 
 
 

KS2 global place 
knowledge 
 
Locational knowledge of 
the UKs cities and 
regions.  
Students should also 
have a basic 
understanding of the UK 
in relation to Europe and 
the world, including 
latitude and longitude. 
 
 

Most students should be 
able to locate the world’s 
countries and major 
cities. 
Human and physical 
geography: most 
students should be able 
to describe and 
understand key aspects 
of types of settlements 
and land use. 

Brief introduction to the 
UK’s weather and 
climate. 
 
Students should have 
studied weather and 
climate and been made 
aware of the difference. 
They should have 
covered the water cycle, 
so we will build on this 
prior knowledge in this 
unit. 

Students should have a 
basic knowledge of the 
world’s countries and be 
able to identify the 
position and significance 
of these countries.  
Human and physical 
geography: most 
students will have briefly 
studied earthquakes in 
KS2.  

Students should have a 
basic knowledge of the 
world’s countries and be 
able to identify the 
position and significance 
of these countries. 
Human and physical 
geography: most 
students will have 
studied volcanoes in KS2. 
 
 

Use of OS maps. 
Basic understanding of 
fieldwork skills. 
Most students should be 
able to use maps, atlases, 
and globes and digital 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied. 



 

Assessment 
 
 
 
 

Written exam:  
 
30 minutes 
 
25 marks (including 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 

Written exam:  
 
30 minutes 
 
25 marks (including 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 

Written exam:  
 
30 minutes 
 
25 marks (including 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 

Extended writing task: 
 
Case-study 
 
For an earthquake you 
have studied… (8) 
 
Name the case-study 
chosen: 
 
When did the hazard 
occur: 
 
Describe what the effects 
were: 
 

Written exam:  
 
30 minutes 
 
25 marks (including 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 

Written exam:  
 
30 minutes 
 
25 marks (including 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 

 


