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Knowledge  
This year focuses on the concepts of diversity, difference and 
voice through the study of literary and literary non-fiction. 
Students will be taught 

 Shakespearean conventions (comedy): dramatic devices, 
character as construct, plot and subplot and sequence, 
setting and symbolism 

 The conventions of a short analytical and discursive essay 

 Short story conventions: seven basic plots, short story 
structure, narrative voice 

 How to read a novel analytically, commenting on form, 
structure, genre and narrative voice 

 The conventions of classical rhetoric and how these are 
used by writers in different times and places. 

 The significance of rhetoric in Ancient Greek and its 
influence on subsequent writers 

 How voice is constructed through literary and rhetorical 
devices.  

 The concept of difficult and challenging voices and their 
importance  

 Poetic conventions: literary movements, changes in form 
over time 

Skills:  
Read, using a variety of strategies, with increasing depth  of inference, gathering 
information from across a text 
Read analytically,  a range of text types, applying skimming, scanning, close and 
continuous reading skills 
Write, with increasing precision, using  varied text and sentence level structures in both 
fiction and non-fiction genres 
 
Each medium term plan contains the full key questions and learning intentions for 
each unit.  
 
Progression:  progression is designed vertically (from the unit in the previous year) and 
horizontally (across the year). Units later in the year will explicitly and implicitly build on 
and deepen learning from earlier in the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities 
Literacy:  
Fundamental to the subject 
 
 

The Bigger Picture:  
Year 8 focuses on diversity, difference and voice through the 
study of literature and literary non-fiction. It links with RE, 
History, Geography and PSHCE.  

 Students will  

 understand the importance of English both ‘as a tool’ and 
as ‘a subject in its own right’ Sarah Hubbard (English Lead 



 

and HMI) 

 use English as a tool for school, work and life: 
o be able to use their voice to express opinions and 

challenge respectfully the opinions of others  
o develop more effective listening skills: listening for 

detail, misleading arguments, bias and subjectivity 
o be able to convey their knowledge, analysis and 

opinions in formal speeches and essay  
o connect their learning in English with other 

subjects : slave trade and emancipation,  

  

 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 

Knowledge and 
Knowledge 
Extension 
 
 
Theme of the year: 
diversity, 
difference and 
voice. 
 
 
 
 

Representations of 
childhood 19th 
Fiction and non-
fiction)  
 
Analysis of social 
differences in 19th C 
through the lens of 
schooling, 
education, and 
work/leisure) 
 
Explore the 
construction of 
viewpoint/attitude/
voice 
character as 
construct and 
symbol/cipher/moti
f; use of settings, 

‘Oliver Twist’  
 
 
 
Conventions of the 
19th C: authorial 
intrusion, narrative 
viewpoint, 
construction of 
characters, 
characters as 
symbol/cipher/moti
f.  
Explore the use of 
complex sentence 
structure, 19th 
literary style and its 
impact on the 
reader 
Explore links 

Global adventures: 
(colonialism and 
exploration)  
 
Conventions of 
travel writing: Tim 
Young says, ‘Travel 
writing, one may 
argue, is the most 
socially important 
of all literary 
genres. It records 
our temporal and 
spatial adventures. 
It throws light on 
how we define 
ourselves and on 
how we identify 
others… Travelling 
is something we all 

‘Merchant of 
Venice’: 
Prejudice 
 
Exploration of the 
theme of prejudice, 
Shakespearean 
conventions of plot 
and sub-plot, 
character as 
construct and 
symbol/cipher/moti
f; use of settings, 
Elizabethan 
religious views, 
significance of 
Venice.  
Use of language to 
insult and 
constraint.  

Challenging Voices: 
the art of rhetoric 
 
 
Focused study of 
speeches 
Deeper exploration 
of ethos, logos and 
pathos 
Explore the 
construction, use 
and application of 
rhetorical sentence 
structures to 
present an 
argument and to 
manipulate audienc 
reponse. 
The five parts of 
classical 

‘World Voices’ 
Poetry  of identity 
and protest 
 
Exploration of 
school chosen 
anthology of poems 
which celebrate 
individual and 
community identity 
and voice.  
How is 
voice/persona 
created in poetry? 
How is poetry used 
to celebrate, 
challenge and to 
protest?  
How and why do 
poets use rhetoric?  



 

 
(The Waterbabies, 
Jane Eyre, Great 
Expectations, 
Villette, more tbc) 
 
(Ragged Schools, 
London Labour and 
the London Poor) 

between Dickens 
literary non-fiction 
and the novel to 
understand the 
purpose of the 
novel: social 
difference, 
patriarchy, 
presentation of 
Fagin 
 

do, on different 
scales, in one form 
or another. We all 
have stories of 
travel and they are 
of more than 
personal 
consequence. 
Exploration of 
viewpoint/perspecti
ve, bias and 
subjectivity.  
A close focus on the 
text and sentence 
grammar of the 
genre.  

rhetoric/argument 
Cultural capital: 
range of speakers 
and speeches over 
time from those 
who challenged 
prevailing views 
 

Exploring the 
connections 
between poems: 
thematic, poetic, 
linguistic. 
 

Building on 
 
 
 
 

‘Voices of War’ unit 
 
Students to revisit 
skimming, scanning, 
close and 
continuous reading 
skills and their use 
of inference for 
analysis 

Study of the class 
novel in Y7: plot, 
narrative voice and 
perspective, use of 
character as 
construct, settings.  
They will revisit 
their reading skills 
(skimming, 
scanning, close and 
continuous reading)  
and their use of 
inference for 
analysis.  

This is new genre 
for the students, 
but it builds on the 
Art of Rhetoric 
exploring writers’ 
perspectives, bias 
and subjectivity and 
‘loaded language’ in 
a new context.  
They will explore 
rhetoric in a new 
context and genre, 
understanding how 
rhetoric is used 
with subtlety.  
  

The study of 
‘Macbeth’ which 
explored the 
themes of the 
supernatural and 
gothic; basic 
Shakespearean 
conventions: 
character as 
construct, dialogue, 
soliloquy, asides, 
plot structure.  

The introduction to 
Rhetoric in Y7 
where ethos, logos 
and pathos were 
explored (Voices of 
War) in variety of 
genres – written 
and use of cinema 
broadcasts and 
radio.  

‘Voices of War’ 
poetry  
Students explored 
voice in poetry on 
one issue. Here 
they will explore 
poems on issues 
connected by 
diversity and 
difference; poems 
which celebrate and 
poems which 
challenge.  
They will build on 
their prior 
knowledge of poetic 
conventions.  



 

Assessment 
 
 
 
 

Reading and 
Writing: discursive 
essay (link with 
history – how to 
teach a discursive 
essay) 
‘Childhood should 
be a protected 
period of education 
and enjoyment.’ 
How far is this true 
of childhood in the 
19th century?  

Reading and 
Writing: discursive 
essay In ‘Oliver 
Twist’ How far is 
Dickens a voice for 
those who are 
oppressed?’ 
 
[Dickens] has dug 
deep into the 
human mind; and 
he has nobly 
directed his 
energies to the 
exposure of evils —
the workhouse, the 
starving school, the 
factory system, and 
many other things, 
at which blessed 
nature shudder and 
recoiled.”  

Reading: annotation 
and then analysis of 
an agreed text.  
 
Writing: using a 
picture stimulus 
and background 
information: write 
an account of a 
journey (rainforest, 
desert, mountain 
ascent) 
demonstrating 
understanding of 
the travel writing 
genre.  
 
 

Reading 
‘Merchant of 
Venice’  
Reading:  
Analysis of an 
extract: Explore 
how Shakespeare 
presents Shylock in 
this extract 
How does 
Shakespeare 
explore prejudice in 
‘MoV’? 

Reading:  
Analysis of an 
agreed speech – 
annotations and 2-3 
paragraph 
response?  
How does the 
writer use….in 
order to… 
Writing: own 
speech using a 
minimum of 3 
specified devices 
focusing on a 
specific issue.  

Reading: 
annotation and 
analysis of an two 
identified poems 
(comparison)  
2-3 paragraphs 
How do the poets 
present…….?  
Writing: 
Own poem about a 
challenging issue 
based on a piece of 
non-fiction or 
fiction.   

 
 
 


