
Savio Salesian College Year 8 Religious Education (RE) Knowledge Map  
Knowledge  
The year 8 scheme of work consists of six units that follow the People of God 
scheme of work used by the whole of the Liverpool Archdiocese but adapted 
to suit the Salesian nature of our school. Each of the six topics is broken down 
into three or four smaller themes. All lesson resources can be found on the 
staff shared drive. 

 
Old Testament studies – Students study a selection of significant stories from the Old 
Testament. Students first study stories from the book of Genesis. Students will have an 
opportunity to read the texts and interpret their meanings and significance for 
Christians in the 21st century. Student’s will then study significant stories from the 
book of Exodus with a particular focus on the life of Moses and the Decalogue. Finally 
students will study stories from the History, Wisdom and Prophetic texts allowing 
them to explore prophecy, poetic expression and Old Testament history.  
 

Jewish beliefs and practices - Students will explore the beliefs and practices of 
Judaism one of the world’s oldest monotheistic religions. Students will also 
see examples of and the reality of being a practicing Jew in twenty first 
century Britain. This unit contributes significantly to community cohesion and 
tackling anti-Semitism. It is highly likely that this will be the majority of 
students first time studying Judaism. There is also the possibility to arrange a 
visit for year 8’s to one of the three active synagogues in Liverpool.   
 
Jewish festivals and rites of passage – This unit builds on from the Jewish beliefs and 
practices unit. Students will first explore the significance and importance of rites of 
passage in Judaism. Students will then explore some of the most important festivals in 
the Jewish calendar. Thy will learn the reason why the festivals are celebrated and 
then explore the unique and interesting ways the festivals are celebrated.  (Two units 
are given over to Judaism as it is the second religion students study at GCSE Level) 
 
Forgiveness and reconciliation – This unit gives students the opportunity to explore 
forgiveness, one of Christianity’s most important teachings. Students will first explore 
stories of forgiveness in the Old testament. Students will the learn about Jesus’ 
teachings towards forgiveness and how his actions inspired this belief.  Students will 
explore contemporary examples of forgiveness such as the Anthony Walker murder 
case that took place in Merseyside. A unique feature of teaching this module in Savio 
Salesian College means we can learn about the sacrament of reconciliation and give 
students lesson time to take part in the sacrament themselves with Fr Jakub our school 
Chaplain.   
 
Catholic faith in action – This unit allows students to explore how Catholic individuals 
and organisations have used their Catholic faith to make the world a better place. This 

How to access RE department Year 8 Lessons & Resources 
1. Savio shared drive 
2. RE 
3. RE – Lessons 
4. Year 8 
5. Pick the relevant unit 
6. Pick the relevant lesson 
7. Inside this file you will find the lesson pwp & resources 

Cross Curricular & Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities 
 
Literacy: 
Starters -  to regularly include spelling punctuation and grammar 
Knowledge organisers – keywords and key information given 
Sentence starter to improve awareness of sentence formation. 
Interpreting biblical text 
 
Numeracy:  
Statistics in relation to populations, dates,  working out Zakat 
 
Other subjects  
Geography : Populations, Environmental Issues, Amazon deforestation,  
History – Biblical history, 
Art –Forgiveness in Art, Islamic art, Jewish festivals  
Music – How music is used in Catholic worship 
Drama – Hot seating, re-enacting stories  
Universal citizenship – Golden rule, parables, respect  
MFL  - Latin words, Hebrew words, Greek words, Arabic words, Hebrew words  

Community cohesion – Studying Islam and Jewish belief and practice  



unit is roughly broken down into four distinct areas. Stewardship, Significant 
individuals, Catholic organisations and the Salesian community.  
 

Islam - Students will explore the beliefs and practices of Islam the world’s 2nd 
largest religion. Students will also see examples of and the reality of being a 
practicing Muslim in twenty first century Britain. This unit contributes 
significantly to community cohesion and tackling Islamophobia. It is highly 
likely that this will be the majority of students first time studying Islam. There 
is also the possibility to arrange a visit for year 8’s to the Mosque on Princess 
Road in Liverpool. 
 

 
The Bigger Picture 
 
Students will be given the opportunity to take part in at least one 
class masses during year 8. 
 

 The year 8 scheme of work significantly contributes towards 
promoting community cohesion and specifically targeting 
antisemitism and islamophobia.  

 The year 8 scheme of work contributes to global citizenship by 
studying inspirational humanitarians and the concept of forgiveness. 

 The year 8 scheme of work gives students an opportunity to learn 
significant stories from the Old Testament “The old testament can 
be viewed as the spiritual history of the human race. After the first 
ten chapters of the Book of Genesis, this history focuses specifically 
on one community, the people Israel.” This creates a unique 
opportunity to in the curriculum to focus on the founding stories of 
the Abrahamic religions.  
 

 

Skills 
The key skills we expect students to develop will be to  
 
Define – Giving definitions of  key terms or keywords  
 
Describe - Demonstrate knowledge and understanding by 
describing a belief, teaching, practice, event etc.  
 
Explain - Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a topic 
by giving a full explanations including supporting the statements 
made with reasoning and/or evidence  
 
Discuss/Evaluate - Students can show their own opinions 
towards topics and also show that that they have considered 
more than one point of view. 
 
 

  



 Autumn 1 
Old Testament 

studies  

Autumn 2 
Jewish Beliefs and 

practices 

Spring 1 
Jewish festivals and 

rites of passage  

Spring 2 
Forgiveness and 

reconciliation  

Summer 1 
Catholic Faith in 

Action  

Summer 2 
Islam  

Marking and feedback 
 

Throughout each unit of 
work one piece of 

classwork will be cold 
marked. The focus on 
this marking will be to 
identify any common 
SPaG errors and also 
correct any common 

misconceptions.  
Teachers will also look 
at a sample of books 

regularly to help 
identify any common 

misconceptions to 
inform planning. This 

does not require 
teachers to mark books. 

 
Throughout each unit 

there will be one piece 
of hot marked work. 

This may take the form 
of an end of unit 
assessment or an 
extended piece of 

writing. Students will be 
given WWW/ EBI 

feedback. This will 
either be individual 
feedback or whole- 

class feedback. Whole-
class feedback allows 

teachers to identify and 
address common 

misconceptions and 
where necessary re-

 
 
11 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons 1-5 
Stories from Genesis 
1A) Genesis creation 
stories 
2A) The Fall 
3A) Abraham’s 
Covenant 
4A) Abrahams’ test 
5A) Jacob’s ladder 
 
B lessons 6 - 8 
Moses and the Exodus 
6B) Moses’ upbringing 
7B) Moses, 10 Plagues 
and the Red Sea 
8B) Sinai and the 
Decalogue  
 
 
C lesson 9 -11 
Wisdom, History and 
Prophets  
9C) David and Goliath 
10C) Ruth  
11C) Isiah  
 

  Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 
 
 

 
 
11 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons 1 
Introduction 
1A) Introduction to 
Judaism  
2A) How did Judaism 
begin? 
3A) The Temple 
 
B lessons  4 – 5 
Jewish beliefs about 
God 
4B) Jewish beliefs about 
God 
5B- Jewish beliefs about 
the Shekhinah 
 
C lessons 6 
Sources of wisdom and 
authority 
6C)- The Talmud and 
Tenakh  
 
D lessons 7-8 
How do beliefs 
influence actions?  
7D) Jewish belief about 
the Messiah 
8D) Jewish beliefs about 
life after death  
 
E lessons  9 – 11 
Prayer and worship 
9E)The synagogue  

 
 
11 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons 1-5 
Jewish rites of passage  
1A) The value of human 
life 
2A) Birth ceremonies 
3A) Bar/ bat mitzvah 
4A) Marriage  
5A Funeral and 
mourning 
 
B lessons 6  
Festivals- Shabbat  
6B) Shabbat  
 
C lessons 7 – 8 
Pilgrim festivals  
7C) Pesach  
8C) Sukkot 
 
 
D lessons 9 – 11 
Jewish festivals  
9D) Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur  
10D) Purim  
11D)  – Hanukkah  
  
 

  Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 

 
 
10 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons – 1 
Introduction  
1A) What is forgiveness 
and reconciliation  
 
B lessons 2 -3 
Old testament stories 
of forgiveness  
2B) Jacob and Esau 
3B) Joseph the Dreamer 
 
C lessons 4 – 7 
Jesus’ teaching on 
forgiveness 
4C)  Jesus teachings 
towards forgiveness/ 
The New Covenant  
5C) Story of Zacchaeus 
6C) Parable of the 
prodigal son 
7C) Sacrament of 
reconciliation  
 
 
D lessons 8 – 10 
Contemporary stories 
of forgiveness 
8D) Walker family and 
forgiveness 
9D) Forgiveness and 
reconciliation in Islam 
10D) Azim Khamisa and 
reconciliation  

 
 
11 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons 1 – 2 
Catholic Social 
Teaching  
1A) What is Catholic 
social teaching?  
2A) How does CAFOD 
promote CST? 
 
B lessons 3 -6 
Stewardship and the 
environment 
3B) What is 
stewardship? 
4B) Pope Francis and 
Laudato Si 
5B) Sister Dorothy 
6B) Sister Dorothy Stang 
documentary 
 
C Lessons 7 – 10 
Justice and freedom 
7C) Sean Devereux 
8C) St Oscar Romero  
9C) St Maximilian Kolbe 
10C) St Mother Teresa 
 
 
 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 

 
 
16 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons 1 -5 
Introduction and life of 
Prophet Mohammed 
(pbuh) 
1A) Introduction to 
Islam 
2A) How did Islam 
begin? 
3A) How did Islam rise 
to influence? 
4A) Why did Islam split? 
5A) Sunni and Shi’a 
Muslims 
 
B lessons – 6 
Sources of wisdom and 
authority 
6B) The Qur’an 
 
C lessons 7 
Muslim beliefs about 
God 
7C) Muslim beliefs 
about God 
 
D lessons- 8-10 
The Five Pillars of Islam 
8D) - The Five Pillars of 
Islam. 
9D) Zakat 
10D) Sawm 
 
E lessons- 11-12 



teach particular 
concepts.   

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10E) Prayer in Judaism 
11E) The Mezuzah 
 
F lessons 12 -13 
Ways of living out the 
Jewish faith  
12F) Jewish dietary laws 
13F) The Western Wall 
 
 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 
 
 
 

 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 
 
 
 

 Sacred journeys  
11E) Hajj 
12E) Eid- ul- Adha 
 
F lessons- 13 
Worship in Islam  
13F) The Mosque 
 
G lessons- Rituals and 
practices 
14G) Halal  
15G) Birth rituals 
16G) Women in Islam  
 

 
Building on 

 
  

This is a continuation of the PEOPLE OF GOD scheme of work used by all Catholic primary schools and 
Secondary Schools in the diocese of Liverpool and adapted to suit the Salesian nature of our school 
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Extending  Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Is using a 
wide range of 
key terms 
accurately in 
their writing.  

 Can 
accurately 
explain key 
beliefs.  

 Can clearly 
explain how 
beliefs can 
influence the 
actions of 
individuals/ 
groups.  

 Can use 
sources of 
wisdom and 
authority 
(such as 
quotes from 
the Bible/ key 
figures within 
religion/ 
philosophers) 
to support 
written 
responses.  

 Can explain 
the 
importance 
of the Ten 
Commandme
nts for 

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Is using a 
wide range of 
key terms 
accurately in 
their writing.  

 Can 
accurately 
explain key 
beliefs.  

 Can clearly 
explain how 
beliefs can 
influence the 
actions of 
individuals/ 
groups.  

 Can use 
sources of 
wisdom and 
authority 
(such as 
quotes from 
the Bible/ key 
figures within 
religion/ 
philosophers) 
to support 
written 
responses.  

 Can 
accurately 
identify key 
features of a 
synagogue 
and can 

   Subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

used 

extensively 

throughout 

writing, used 

correctly and 

appropriately

. 

 A clear 

explanation 

of what 

Sukkot is.  

 A clear 

explanation 

of why Sukkot 

is celebrated.  

 Reference 

made to 

sources of 

wisdom and 

authority 

(Such as 

Exodus) to 

support their 

explanation 

of why Sukkot 

is celebrated.  

 A clear 

explanation 

of how 

Sukkot is 

celebrated, 

with an 

understandin

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Is using a 
wide range of 
key terms 
accurately in 
their writing.  

 Can 
accurately 
explain key 
beliefs.  

 Can clearly 
explain how 
beliefs can 
influence the 
actions of 
individuals/ 
groups.  

 Can use 
sources of 
wisdom and 
authority 
(such as 
quotes from 
the Bible/ key 
figures within 
religion/ 
philosophers) 
to support 
written 
responses. 

 Can identify 

key terms.  

  Subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

used 

extensively 

throughout 

writing, used 

correctly and 

appropriately

.  

  Can give 

clear 

descriptions 

of how 

individuals/ 

groups have 

worked to 

help others.  

 Can use 

examples 

from the lives 

of individuals 

to support 

written 

responses.  

 Can clearly 

explain how 

faith can 

influence 

actions.  

 Can use 

sources of 

wisdom and 

authority to 

 Can identify 

key terms.  

  Subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

used 

extensively 

throughout 

writing, used 

correctly and 

appropriately

.  

  Can give 

clear 

descriptions 

about key 

beliefs within 

Islam.  

 Can give clear 

descriptions 

about how 

key beliefs 

can influence 

the lives of 

Muslims.  

 Can explain 

the 

importance 

of the 

Prophet 

Muhammad 

(PBUH) 

 Can explain 

how beliefs 

and practices 

can help 



Christians 
and Jews 
today.  

 Can explain 
how the Ten 
Commandme
nts can 
influence the 
lives of 
religious 
believers. 

 Can use 
evidence, 
sources of 
wisdom and 
authority and 
religious 
beliefs and 
teachings to 
form justified 
arguments. 

explain the 
importance 
of these 
features.   

 Can explain 
the 
importance 
of the 
synagogue 
for the Jewish 
community 
and can 
explain how 
the 
synagogue 
has an 
important 
role in 
helping Jews 
to develop 
their 
relationship 
with God. 

g of the 

symbolism 

behind the 

sukkah, lulav 

and Etrog.  

 A thorough 
exploration of 
how the 
festival can 
help a Jewish 
person 
develop their 
relationship 
with God, 
making links 
to creation 
and the 
nature of 
God. 

demonstrate 

how beliefs 

can influence 

actions.  

 Can analyse 

sources of 

wisdom and 

authority to 

explain 

meanings and 

can 

demonstrate 

how these 

sources may 

be 

interpreted 

by 

individuals.  

 Can consider 
the positive 
and negative 
impacts of 
the actions of 
their chosen 
individual. 

many 

Muslims to 

develop their 

relationship 

with God.   

 Can explain 

the 

importance 

of the 

mosque for 

the Muslim 

community.    

 Can make use 

of sources of 

wisdom and 

authority to 

support 

explanations. 

 Can consider 
the 
challenges of 
living out 
beliefs and 
teachings of 
Islam. 

Secure  Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Is beginning 
to use key 
terms 
accurately to 
support their 
written 
responses.  

 Can give 
accurate 

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Is beginning 
to use key 
terms 
accurately to 
support their 
written 
responses.  

 Can give 
accurate 

 Subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

used 

throughout 

writing, used 

correctly and 

appropriately

.  

 A clear 

explanation 

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Is beginning 
to use key 
terms 
accurately to 
support their 
written 
responses.  

 Can give 
accurate 

 Can identify 

key terms. 

 Subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

used 

throughout 

writing, used 

correctly and 

appropriately

.  

 Can identify 

key terms. 

 Subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

used 

throughout 

writing, used 

correctly and 

appropriately

.  



descriptions 
about key 
beliefs and is 
beginning to 
explain why 
individuals/ 
groups may 
hold those 
beliefs.  

 Can explain 
the 
importance 
of key figures 
(Abraham 
and Moses). 

 Can explain 
the 
importance 
of the Ten 
Commandme
nts for 
Christians 
and Jews 
today.  

 Can explain 
how the Ten 
Commandme
nts can 
influence the 
lives of 
religious 
believers. 

descriptions 
about key 
beliefs and is 
beginning to 
explain why 
individuals/ 
groups may 
hold those 
beliefs.  

 Is beginning 
to show 
understandin
g of how 
beliefs can 
influence 
actions. 

 Can 
accurately 
identify key 
features of a 
synagogue 
and can 
explain the 
importance 
of these 
features.   

of what 

Sukkot is.  

 A clear 

explanation 

of why Sukkot 

is celebrated.  

 A clear 

explanation 

of how 

Sukkot is 

celebrated, 

with an 

understandin

g of the 

symbolism 

behind the 

sukkah, lulav 

and Etrog.  

 An 
exploration of 
how the 
festival can 
help a Jewish 
person 
develop their 
relationship 
with God.   

descriptions 
about key 
beliefs and is 
beginning to 
explain why 
individuals/ 
groups may 
hold those 
beliefs.  

 Is beginning 
to show 
understandin
g of how 
beliefs can 
influence 
actions, 
making 
reference to 
Gee 
Walker’s/ 
Azim 
Khamisa’s 
religious 
beliefs. 

  Can give 

clear 

descriptions 

of how 

individuals/ 

groups have 

worked to 

help others.  

 Can use 

examples 

from the lives 

of individuals 

to support 

written 

responses.  

 Can make a 
link between 
faith and 
action and is 
beginning to 
explain how 
faith can 
influence the 
lives of 
believers. 

 Can give clear 

descriptions 

about key 

beliefs within 

Islam.  

 Can give clear 

descriptions 

about how 

key beliefs 

can influence 

the lives of 

Muslims.  

 Can explain 

the 

importance 

of the 

Prophet 

Muhammad 

(PBUH) 

 Can explain 

how beliefs 

and practices 

can help 

many 

Muslims to 

develop their 

relationship 

with God.   

 Can explain 
the 
importance 
of the 
mosque for 
the Muslim 
community.    



Developing  Can identify most 
key terms but 
there are some 
gaps in 
knowledge.  

 Can give simple, 
mostly accurate 
descriptions 
about key beliefs.  

 Can simply 
describe the 
importance of 
God’s Covenants 
with Abraham 
and Moses.  

 Can briefly 
describe the 
importance of 
key figures 
(Abraham and 
Moses).  

 Can briefly 
describe the 
importance of the 
Ten 
Commandments 
for Christians and 
Jews today. 

 Can identify 
most key 
terms but 
there are 
some gaps in 
knowledge.  

 Can give 
simple, 
mostly 
accurate 
descriptions 
about key 
beliefs.  

 Can identify 
key features 
of a 
synagogue, 
but there 
may be some 
inaccuracies 
and little 
explanation 
of why each 
feature is 
important.   

 Limited 
evidence of 
how beliefs 
can influence 
actions.  

 Limited use of 

subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

(Such as 

Sukkot, 

Sukkah, Lulav, 

Etrog) 

 A simple 

description of 

what Sukkot 

is.  

 A simple 

description of 

why Sukkot is 

celebrated. 

 A simple 

description of 

how Sukkot is 

celebrated.  

 Some 
inaccuracies 
in the written 
response.   

 Can identify 
most key 
terms but 
there are 
some gaps in 
knowledge.  

 Can give 
simple, 
mostly 
accurate 
descriptions 
about key 
beliefs.  

 Can re-tell 
the Parable of 
the Prodigal 
Son.  

 Can briefly 
describe the 
actions of 
either Gee 
Walker or 
Azim 
Khamisa. 

 Can identify 

key terms but 

there may be 

some 

inaccuracies.  

 Limited use of 

subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

throughout 

written 

responses.  

 Can give 

simple 

descriptions 

of how 

individuals/ 

groups have 

worked to 

help others. 

 Uses limited 

examples to 

support 

written 

responses.  

  Makes 
limited 
reference to 
how faith has 
influenced 
actions. 

 Can identify 

key terms but 

there may be 

some 

inaccuracies.  

 Limited use of 

subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

throughout 

written 

responses.  

 Can give 

simple 

descriptions 

about key 

beliefs within 

Islam.  

 Can give 

simple 

descriptions 

about how 

key beliefs 

can influence 

the lives of 

Muslims.  

 Can identify 

key features 

of a mosque.  

 Can give a 
limited 
explanation 
of why the 
mosque is 
important to 
Muslims.   



 


