
Savio Salesian College Drama Department Year 9 Curriculum Knowledge Map 2020 
 

Knowledge  
 Studying theatre performer skills and conventions in line with NC links for vocal 
interpretation and movement to develop communication on stage.  

 Studying characterisation and improvisation skills and the effects in line with NC. 

 Stimulus and devising work with improvisation interpretation. Plot development. 
NC link. 
 Styles of theatre and meaning. Link to NC with alternative styles and meaning.  

 Link to NC with alternative styles and meaning, as well as script work to generate 
language use and meaning. 

 Pupils will be looking at defining skills in rehearsal and performance during every 
lesson which forms the main aspects of the NC for Drama within English.  

 Pupils will build knowledge of design in theatre as they look in detail at stage 
configurations, roles in theatre, areas of a stage and technical theatre aspects. This 
directly links with the NC section within English that expects knowledge of technical 
theatre to be included. 

Skills 
In Year 9 Drama pupils will be learning new skills and techniques of theatre and performance, as well as 
developing and building on their skills learnt from the last year. They will be recapping on previous skills 
learnt in year 8 to embed and enhance the use and knowledge of these prior skills. Character 
development through movement and vocal skills, linked to both a stimulus performance work and 
themed contexts as well as scripted work, will also be developed through role play, rehearsal and 
improvisation activities. The opportunity to work as a designer, building understanding of roles in theatre 
other than the performer, stage types and the different aspects and kinds of technical theatre design. 

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities: STEM 
Literacy: evaluation and analysis on white boards during consolidate of lessons. Script 
reading, ROW, resources linked to writing and reading. 
Speaking and listening: evaluation, analysing, critique, feedback and self and peer 
assessment.  Resources linked to speaking and listening. 
Numeracy: proxemic distances, stage areas, blocking and positioning. Shapes and form 
building.   
Links with History/PSHE/English. 
Link with Art in design unit. 
 

The Bigger Picture… 

 Build on work done and prior skills learnt in Y8, develop skills in theatre and 
performance styles to support development at KS3 Year 9 as they move into possibly 
choosing Drama as an option. 
 Role play and skills and techniques building as per the National Curriculum Drama 
section of English.   
 In Year 9 the curriculum here works to give pupils more in depth knowledge of 
skills and technique in theatre. Not only performance skills but also technical 
knowledge and some technical skills as one unit has a focus on design and the more 
technical side of theatre.  
 Pupils will polish and hone their performer skills they have been using the past 2 
years and also be introduced to more challenging methods of theatre that will help 
their KS4 journey should they choose Drama. This will all be done under the different 
topical contexts that link to the likes of History and PSHE. 
 1st half term  

 
2nd half term  
 

3rd half term  4th half term  5th half term  6th half term  

Knowledge and 
Knowledge 
Extension 
 
 

Blood Brothers unit. 
Voice and movement skills 
for character 
development. Sustaining a 
role and performing from 
script 
Main theatre 
skills/performer skills.  
Stimuli performance work 

Let Him ‘ave it. 
Performance skills 
including vocal skills. 
Devising and 
improvisation. Some focus 
on the Verbatim theatre 
style and a deeper and 
developing knowledge of 
theatrical conventions 

I Love You Mum, I Promise 
I Won’t Die.’ 
Developing an 
understanding and 
knowledge of the effects 
of drugs and its prevalence 
in today’s society.  
As with each SOW there is 
a main focus on performer 

Styles of Theatre 
Building upon some of the 
work done in Year on TIE 
pupils will develop a wider 
knowledge of theatre 
styles and practitioner 
methods.  
 

Devising and stimulus 
work. 
Using a range of given 
stimuli pupils will work in 
groups on this 
independently led unit on 
Devising. This will be a 
mini mock on the 
component 2 devising unit 

Technical theatre unit. 
New knowledge on the 
aspects of design and 
technical theatre, as well 
as stage configuration and 
role and responsibilities 
within the theatre. 



and development 
techniques. 

such as sound collage 
essence machine, 
conscience alley, mark the 
moment and more stylised 
methods such as the magic 
if. 

skill development. 
Development of language 
use and understanding of 
new concepts linked to 
Drama and English.  
 

of GCSE drama at KS4. 
 
  

Building on 
 
 
 
 

Using scripts and video 
extracts pupils will use and 
develop improvisation 
skills in more detail. They 
will develop voice and 
movement skills for 
detailed character 
portrayal and enhance 
their techniques 
knowledge using cross 
cutting, flashback and 
flashforward to develop 
characters and plot in 
more detail. Using both off 
text and on text stimulus 
work and ROW to devise 
and perform. This text is 
directly linked to GCSE 
Drama as the component 
3 set text we use. 

Main performer 
movement and vocal skills 
used with more 
understanding and 
confidence and to support 
better delivery and 
believability in role. Vocal 
skills will be developed in 
more depth. Building on 
prior character 
development techniques 
such as mark the moment 
with thought track and 
freeze frame. Pupils will 
again be performing from 
stimulus in the form of 
clips, images etc to 
support plot creating, 
improvisation and 
language use. The 
verbatim theatre style will 
be used to develop 
knowledge of performance 
styles. Stylised plot and 
character development 
methods such as magic if. 
Character and plot 
development techniques 
such as thought track and 
sound college, conscience 
alley and mark the 
moment and the essence 
machine will be used. 

Using off and on text script 
work and other off text 
stimuli such as clips and 
dialogue to develop plot 
creating, improvisation 
and language use. Devising 
skills and styles developed 
as well as using character 
development techniques 
such as dramatic irony, 
situation drama and 
marking the moment. 
Sound collage and choral 
work will support language 
use and style, whilst the 
use of symbolism in prop 
and movement will pupils 
to understand how to 
stylise more abstract work.  
Pupils will learn how to 
transition between scenes 
both on and off stage 
entrance and exits also. 

Pupils will build on their 
knowledge of Brecht and 
his epic theatre methods 
they were introduced to in 
year 8 during TIE. As well 
as this they will work with 
some other practitioner 
styles such as naturalism 
and not breaking the 
fourth wall to keep the 
illusion, mime theatre and 
exaggeration (inclu 
commedia and masks if 
possible), slapstick comedy 
and physical theatre; 
including the likes of chair 
duets.   
 

 

Choosing a specific style 
and plot from a chosen 
stimulus pupils will work 
to the GCSE Drama 
Devising brief and create 
their own performance 
piece in groups. Some 
pupils may work as a 
designer. This unit will be 
teacher facilitated to start 
but largely pupil led from 
there. This is there chance 
to put to use their 
knowledge of performer 
skills and techniques 
within their work using the 
grading criteria to support 
their creating. 

In pairs, pupils will work 
through the student 
booklet in teacher led 
lessons on roles, stages 
and aspects of technical 
theatre and design. Pupils 
will then spend the 
remainder of the sessions 
creating their own model 
set of a theatre 
performance stage scene, 
considering areas, and 
configuration; choosing 
set, costume or lighting as 
their lead aspect. 

Assessment 
 
 
 
 

Peer. Self and teacher 
verbal feedback. 
Performance work 
analysed and evaluated 
using outcomes. All pupils 
perform their work.  

Peer. Self and teacher 
verbal feedback. 
Performance work 
analysed and evaluated 
using outcomes. All pupils 
perform their work.  

Peer. Self and teacher 
verbal feedback. 
Performance work 
analysed and evaluated 
using outcomes. All pupils 
perform their work.  

Peer. Self and teacher 
verbal feedback. 
Performance work 
analysed and evaluated 
using outcomes. All pupils 
perform their work.  

Peer. Self and teacher 
verbal feedback. 
Performance work 
analysed and evaluated 
using outcomes. All pupils 
perform their work. Pupils 
will be marked on their 
final performance piece 

Peer. Self and teacher 
verbal feedback. Design 
work analysed and 
evaluated using outcomes. 
All pupils will create a 
model. Pupils will be 
graded on their final 
designs. 



using a broken down 
version of the Devising 
GCSE marking criteria. 

 


