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Knowledge  
 
The Year 9 English curriculum aims to consolidate learning from 
previous years, whilst preparing pupils for the demands of GCSE 
English Language and Literature.  
 
Reading during Year 9 primarily aims to engage students with 
more challenging texts. Within this, pupils will  

- develop their understanding of contexts, as well as some 
of the conventions established in literary genres 

- develop close reading skills and track motifs within a text 
- understand the use of literary devices 

 
Spoken Language skills should be taught and developed in KS3 so 
that students can participate effectively in group work/ 
discussions/ presentations for learning. 

-  
Over the year, pupils will be taught to: 
Analyse non-fiction, with particular focus on comparing and 
contrasting the views of writers, taking context into 
consideration when rationalising critical interpretations and 
referring to devices used to disseminate views. Write 
comparatively about views and ideas across texts.  
 
Read and analyse a novel as a construct, considering social, 
historical and political ideologies generated through plot, 
characters and themes. Write a formal essay to explore ideas 
associated with the above.  
 
Understand the concept of dystopian literature, including 
learning new vocabulary, relating it explicitly to known 
vocabulary and understanding it with the help of context and 
dictionaries, checking their understanding to make sure that 

Skills 
 
Reading 

 Develop an understanding of texts which will demand that both meaning and 
critical response draw on knowledge of the contexts in which texts are written 
and set 

 Explore the interplay between contexts, concepts and genre, so that they are 
comfortable with the idea that there can be different interpretations of the 
same text according to a reader’s own context, ideas and viewpoints 

 Transpose their critical reading dialogue in to well-structured and argued prose 
 

Writing 
 Deepen their ability to write with their reader in mind, manipulating and 

adapting style within and across tasks 
 Be able to co-ordinate word, sentence and text level choices, guided by purpose 

and intent 
 Write in order to guide the reader through more complex content and ideas 
 Adapt writing for a different purpose, context or intent: responding to an 

emotive text, or writing as a character, or transposing a historical to a modern 
day context 

 Draw more reflectively on their reading to broaden their own writing repertoire, 
not so much imitating as innovating on the writing that inspires them 
 

Spoken Language 
 Talk with confidence about how to speak and listen 
 Talk and listen with confidence to an audience 
 Talk and listen with confidence with other people 
 Talk with confidence in role as another person 
 

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities 
Literacy: embedded in subject  
Numeracy: use of graphs and grids to assess, compare and contrast ideas within texts  



what they have read makes sense from a personal perspective 
and as a reflection of the intentions and conventions of the 
genre. 
 
Study a contemporary play, including understanding how the 
work of dramatists is communicated effectively through 
performance and how alternative staging allows for different 
interpretations of a play, improvising, rehearsing and performing 
play scripts and poetry in order to generate language and discuss 
language use and meaning, using role, intonation, tone, volume, 
mood, silence, stillness and action to add impact. 
 
Consolidate non-fiction writing skills, including own use of 
planning and rhetoric to effectively convey views and ideas.  
 
Understand the concept of Romantic poetry, including literary 
tropes and stylistic conventions pertaining to the genre. Make 
comparisons and discriminate what they have read from other 
texts in language, structure, style, authorial intent and meanings.  
 

Geography: study of texts in specific locations and the relevance of such places  
Media: multimedia forms of communication  
Drama: understanding a full play and the dramatic process, exploring tensions, 
techniques and characters  
RE: debating ethical and moral issues and questions  
Art: visual representations of ideas within texts  
 
 

The Bigger Picture… 
In Year 9 English should  

 Cover national curriculum requirements 

 Provide access to high quality texts which address social, 
spiritual, moral and cultural beliefs 

 instil core skills of reading and writing, spoken language 
and vocabulary development in a creative, relevant and 
inspiring way 

 enrich pupils’ knowledge and love of the subject 

 promote a growth mindset and metacognition, allowing 
pupils to develop resilience strategies 

 support transition to KS4, subtly mirroring attributes 
needed to succeed at GCSE  

 



 Autumn 1 
Some impact- 
move units to 
support teaching 
having the most 
impact. Precede 
with novel study.  

Autumn 2 
No impact  

Spring 1 
No impact  

Spring 2 
Signifiant impact  - 
replace unit as 
pupils have studied 
whole plays 
previously (in 7/8). 
Skill of play study 
to be reviewed 
through play 
extracts in 
‘Dystopian’ 

Summer 1 
some impact – 
writing skills and 
experience of 
appropriate 
exemplars to be 
reinforced and 
adhered to.   

Summer 2 
Significant impact – 
poetry study 
missed during y8. 
Emphasis on 
learning poetry 
skills to apply in 
wider context as 
well as 
genre/concept. KO 
to reflect this.   

Knowledge and 
Knowledge 
Extension 
 
 

Non-Fiction 
Reading: 
Transportation and 
Travel  
 
In the first unit of 
the final year of key 
stage three, pupils 
will develop their 
ability to make 
connections 
between 19th 
century texts and 
their contexts 
through the lens of 
the impact of 
transportation and 
travel. They will 
discriminate 
writers’ views and 
observations based 
upon their 
experiences.  
 

Of Mice and Men  
Novel study  
 
 
In this unit, pupils 
will critically read a 
whole novel, 
assessing universal 
themes within 
historical and social 
contexts. They will 
consider the wider 
significance of 
literature as vehicle 
to comment on/ 
criticise society and 
make links between 
narrative choices 
and context.  
 
Key concepts: 
loneliness, the 
importance of 
hopes and dreams 

Dystopian 
Literature  
 
In this unit, pupils 
will draw 
similarities and 
differences 
between texts 
within the genre. 
They will evaluate 
writers’ views and 
methods, and 
consider how and 
why writers use the 
dystopian genre 
and conventions to 
explore ideas.  
 
Key concepts:  
genre, identity, 
power, symbolism, 
allegory, individual 
vs society/ 
technology, 

Noughts and 
Crosses (play) 
 
In this unit, pupils 
will read a 
contemporary play 
and interpret 
characters, plot and 
themes. They will 
evaluate the 
audience’s 
relationship with 
the plot, characters 
and themes, as well 
as the writer’s 
intentions and 
effects. The Royal 
Shakespeare 
Company hails 
Noughts and 
Crosses as a 
modern day Romeo 
and Juliet, due to its 
treatment of star-

Non-Fiction Writing: 
Men and Women 
 
In this unit, pupils 
will undertake a 
focused study of 
letters and articles 
as text types, and 
purposes for 
expressing attitudes 
and ideas. They will 
understand how 
writers use 
methods to convey 
meanings and 
perspectives and  
will consider the 
readers’ 
perspectives. They 
will consolidate 
writing skills, 
planning and 
drafting to sustain a 
logical argument 

Romantic Poetry – 
revolution and 
rebellion  
 
In this final unit, 
pupils will explore 
the Romanticism 
movement in the 
late 18th and early 
19th centuries 
through reading 
poetry by poets 
who challenged the 
Establishment. They 
will evaluate poets’ 
sense of duty to use 
their poetry to 
inform and inspire 
others, and to 
change society. 
They will analyse 
the methods poets 
use and critique 
their effectiveness 



Key concepts: the 
relevance of a 
writer’s background 
and circumstances 
to their writing, 
impact of Victorian 
transport and travel 
in provoking social, 
economic and 
cultural change. 
Identifying 
unfamiliar ideas, 
comparing ideas 
and attitudes and 
how writers convey 
them, personal 
memoir. 
  

(including the 
American dream), 
the meaning of 
friendship, 
discrimination 
(migrant workers, 
sexism, racism, 
ageism),  whether 
mercy killing is 
justified,  literary 
concepts of 
naturalism, a 
microcosm, cyclical 
narrative  

revolution, 
apocalypse, 
tyranny, 
totalitarianism 
intertextuality, 
paradox  

crossed lovers, race 
and violence. As 
such, it underpins 
the study of drama 
and Shakespeare at 
KS4. 
 
Key concepts: 
bigotry, terrorism, 
injustice, the 
adaptation of a 
novel to a play, 
status, stereotypes, 
privilege and 
power, the power 
of words, the legacy 
of slavery, 
perspective 
clouding our 
judgement  
 

and expand their 
own thoughts. They 
will use tone, 
register and 
rhetoric to suit their 
purpose.  
 
Key concepts: 
controversy, the 
role of etiquette, 
social norms and 
expectations, 
ethics, inequality, 
debate, polemic 
writing, the 
creation of writer’s 
voice through 
structured 
discussion, rhetoric  

for different 
audiences.  
 
Key concepts: the 
desire for liberty, 
denouncing the 
exploitation of the 
poor, renouncing 
rationalism and 
imposed rules, the 
importance of the 
individual and 
expressing 
authentic personal 
feelings.  

Building on 
 
 
 
 

Pupils’ 
understanding of 
rhetoric, global 
adventures. 
Transferring skills to 
a new context.   

Novel study Y7,8, 
the concept of 
disparity between 
geographical 
location and 
economic success 
(Journeys and 
Migration)   

Interpreting fiction 
through studying a 
whole text and 
varied extracts. The 
use of literature to 
express and reflect 
real life ideas.    

Concept of dystopia 
and study of a play 
in Y7/8. Notion of 
narrative 
perspective.  

Study of rhetoric, 
19th century texts, 
study of gender 
inequality   

Writers’ views, 
Poetic techniques 
and conventions, 
ability to compare 
across texts  

Assessment 
 
 
 
 

Extract analysis: 
writer’s views and 
methods used to 
convey them 
 
Comparison of 

Close reading of an 
extract with an 
emphasis on 
language and 
structural methods 
for effect  

Descriptive writing 
– dystopian fiction 
extract/ chapter   
 
Argumentative 
essay – dystopian 

Revision poster – 
plot, characters, 
dramatic devices, 
themes, symbols, 
key quotes. 
 

Reading – discursive 
analysis of writer’s 
views in a letter  
 
Writing - Letter 
responding to 

Multiple choice test 
revising literary 
techniques  
 
Comparison of 
ideas and methods 



writers’ views 
across two texts 
using first extract 
analysis   
 
 

 
Extract to whole – 
extract based 
question, providing 
reference to the 
whole novel  
 
 

fiction is related to 
the current, past, or 
future society. It 
comments on issues 
of human life and 
acts as a warning to 
readers. To what 
extent do you 
agree?   
 

Closed book 
discursive essay 
question - how does 
Noughts and 
Crosses present the 
idea that society is 
unequal? (i.e., 
through plot 
structure, dramatic 
devices, 
relationships, as 
well as language 
used?) 
 

statement using 
argumentative 
essay  
 
 

in two poems  

 
 
 


