
 

Savio Salesian College Subject Year 9 Curriculum Knowledge Map 
 
Knowledge  
 
Year 9 geography 
 
Pupils should understand how geographical processes interact to create 
distinctive human and physical landscapes that change over time. 
 
Pupils will be taught to extend their locational knowledge and deepen their 
spatial awareness of the world’s countries using maps of the world to focus 
on: areas with a Mediterranean climate, Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and the 
UK’s Lake District.  
 
Place Knowledge will ensure pupils understand geographical similarities, 
differences and links between places through the study of human and physical 
geography throughout this chapter.  
 
Throughout this chapter, students will further develop their geographical 
knowledge by looking in depth at: 
 
UK Rivers – Features of long and cross profile, processes of erosion, transport 
and deposition, formation and characteristics of features in upper, middle and 
lower courses, human and physical causes of flooding, flood hydrographs, 
River Severn (river management case study), hard and soft engineering 
strategies. 
 
UK Coasts – Types of waves, erosion, transportation and deposition, 
characteristics and formation of features of erosion and deposition, Dorset 
coast (coastal features case study), hard and soft engineering strategies along 
the Holderness Coast (coastal management case study) 
 
Biomes – Distribution of global biomes; what makes an ecosystem and how it 
is connected; Mediterranean climate; Adaptations of animals and plants. 
 
Climate Change – The impact of Air pollution on the UK population especially 
in major cities. Investigating the need for more alternative energy sources. 
 
Lake District– Human and Physical Features of the Lake District and the 

Skills 
Students will be required to develop and demonstrate a range of geographical skills, including 
cartographic, graphical, numerical and statistical skills, throughout their study. 
 
Atlas maps: 

 use and understand coordinates – latitude and longitude 

 recognise and describe distributions and patterns of both human and physical features 

 explore how maps based on global and other scales may be used and students may be asked to 
identify and describe significant features of the physical and human landscape on them, e.g. 
population distribution, population movements, transport networks, settlement layout, relief 
and drainage. 

Ordnance Survey maps: 

 use and interpret OS maps at a range of scales 

 use and understand coordinates – four and six-figure grid references 

 use and understand scale, distance and direction – measure straight and curved line distances 

 use and understand gradient, contour and spot height 

 explore numerical and statistical information 

 identify basic landscape features and describe their characteristics  from map evidence 

 interpret cross sections and transects of physical and human landscapes 

 describe the physical features as they are shown on large scale maps  
Maps in association with photographs: 

 be able to compare maps 

 sketch maps: draw, label, understand and interpret 

 photographs: use and interpret ground, aerial and satellite photographs 

 describe human and physical landscapes (landforms, natural vegetation, land-use and 
settlement) and geographical phenomena from photographs 

 draw sketches from photographs 

 label and annotate diagrams, maps, graphs, sketches and photographs. 
Numerical skills: 

 demonstrate an understanding of number, area and scales 

 understand and correctly use proportion and ratio, magnitude and frequency 

 draw informed conclusions from numerical data. 
Literacy: 
Most communication is through the written word, raising the importance of good literacy skills. 
Students should be able to communicate information in ways suitable for a range of target audiences. 
Skills-pods: 
Skills-pods will help students develop key geographical skills. The skills are based on those required by 



 
conflict that can arise between different groups of stakeholders. 
 
World Place Knowledge: The impact of coral bleaching on Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef. 
 
Somerset floods and management scheme (UK extreme weather) case study. 
 
Living World – UK woodland case study, ecosystem processes nutrient cycle, 
interrelationships in ecosystems, and distribution of biomes. 
 

the AQA GCSE geography specification, but are carefully introduced so that KS3 students can start to 
develop their understanding and application of them.  

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities 
 
Questions designed to incorporate literacy and oracy. 
Question and answer sessions.   
Discussion of how best to use maps and graphical data. 
Use Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, including classroom 
discussion. 
 
Pupils will be taught: 
 
To use language precisely and cogently 
To listen to others, respond and build on their ideas and views constructively 
To express themselves correctly and appropriately  
To read accurately and with understanding 
To recognise and use Standard English 
To use writing frames and structure strips to plan work 
To spell and understand key works 
To develop writing skills through specific written tasks and to give opportunities for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (SPAG), especially when completing an extended writing task.  
 
Other specific links to subjects: 
Biology: Biomes topic links to biology on the adaptations of plants and animals. The story of Bamboo and 
the unique Mediterranean Biome. 
History: Investigating the idea that social class still exists in some parts of the UK. 
PSHE: Showing empathy for people and the unfortunate situations they find themselves in.  
Maths: Coordinates/ calculating and measuring scale and distance. 
Art: Drawing, labelling and annotating maps, field sketches and cross sections. 
 

The Bigger Picture… 
 
Our curriculum is designed to make pupils aware about our planet and to 
make them become global citizens by caring about their planet. We have 
planned our Year 9 curriculum to ensure students’ knowledge is secure before 
moving on. We revisit topics by interleaving.  We adapt a whole school 
approach called grid starters which provides students the opportunity to 
consolidate and recall their knowledge in order to deepen their 
understanding.  
 
Topics covered in Year 9 have been mapped to both the key KS3 Programme 
of Study and the AQA GCSE specification, so we, as a department, can ensure 
that this course delivers a varied and relevant scheme of work that provides 
the perfect preparation for pupils who may want to go on and choose GCSE 
geography as an option. 
 
The Year 9 curriculum introduces students to topics that they will study in 
greater depth and detail at GCSE, while also covering all the key elements of 
the Key Stage 3 Programme of Study. 
 
The Year 9 curriculum provides the strong foundations and skills practice 
students need to develop as confident geographers. Topical, relevant content 
will enthuse students and help to build essential knowledge and 
understanding.  
 
This curriculum plan has been designed to link to GCSE Unit 1 Section C: Living 
with the physical environment: students choose from rivers, coasts and 
glacial. This Chapter gives students an excellent foundation in all three, and 
introduces a range of practical OS map interpretation skills. 
 
 



 
 

 Autumn 1 
Challenges and 
opportunities in 
the UK 

Autumn 2 
Ecosystems – Our 
living world 

Spring 1 
Physical landscapes 
in the UK  

Spring 2 
India and Asia 

Summer 1 
Rivers and coasts 

Summer 2 
Geographical skills 

Knowledge and 
Knowledge 
Extension 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This chapter is about the 
challenges the UK faces 
with regard to poverty, 
water supply, waste, air 
pollution and energy. 
 
In Unit 6.1, students 
learn about poverty in 
the UK and how it can be 
reduced. In Unit 6.2, 
students explore water 
supplies in the UK and 
how water security can 
be ensured. Case study 
of the Abingdon 
Reservoir in Oxford. Unit 
6.3 encourages students 
to find out about the 
challenges of household 
waste in the UK and 
opportunities to reduce 
it. In Unit 6.4, students 
investigate the causes 
and explore some of the 
solutions to Air pollution. 
In the final Unit 6.5, 
students will learn about 
energy supply and what 
can be done to provide 
energy security in the UK.  
 
 
Key ideas: 
 

 
 This chapter introduces 
students to the living 
world, a compulsory 
topic at GCSE. In Unit 8.1, 
students focus on 
bamboo, one of the 
world’s most versatile 
plants, its distribution 
and main uses. Unit 8.2 
explores the concept of 
‘from field to plate’ using 
products such as cereal 
and porridge. Unit 8.3 
introduces ecosystems, 
food chains and food 
webs through the study 
of life in a deciduous 
forest, and explains the 
distribution and 
characteristics of global 
biomes. 
Unit 8.4 focuses on the 
Mediterranean biome, 
and the special adaptions 
of the plants and animals 
that live there. In Unit 
8.5, students learn about 
coral reefs and their 
extraordinary 
biodiversity and 
ecological importance. 
  
Key ideas: 
 

Chapter 2 introduces 
students to the physical 
geography of the UK, an 
essential element of 
Geography at KS3 and 
GCSE. Unit 2.1 introduces 
the concept of 
‘landscape’, starting with 
the familiar (outside the 
window) before 
considering aspects of 
landscape change. A case 
study of the Lake District 
helps students consider 
the importance of 
landscape in shaping 
people’s lives. In Unit 2.2 
students learn about the 
fundamental landscape 
processes of weathering, 
erosion, transportation 
and deposition. 
Subsequent units focus 
on landscapes associated 
with rivers (2.3) coasts 
(2.4) and mountains 
(2.5). In these units, 
students will use 
photographs and OS map 
extracts to identify 
physical features.  
In Unit 2.6, students use 
a variety of geographical 
skills to interpret an atlas 
map showing the relief of 

 
This chapter provides 
and in-depth study of 
India and Asia, examining 
both the physical and 
human features. Unit 
15.1 Introduces students 
to the country of India. 
Unit 15.2 examines Asia’s 
main physical and human 
features. This allows 
students to touch upon 
deserts, mountains, 
earthquakes, volcanoes, 
urbanisation and 
population. 
Unit 15.3 encourages 
students to examine the 
physical and human 
contrasts of India. These 
contrasts will include 
relief, climate, 
settlement and wealth 
and poverty.  
 
Unit 15.4 explores India’s 
main physical and 
population features. This 
examines the climate of 
India, including 
monsoons, alongside 
mountains and rivers. 
We will have a cross 
curriculum link here with 
RE focusing on the 

 
This chapter provides an 
in-depth study of Rivers 
and their fluvial 
processes. 
Unit 13.1 provides 
students with an 
overview of the water 
cycle but introduces 
them to more subject 
specific key terminology 
that they would not have 
used at KS2. Unit 13.2 
encourages students to 
investigate a ‘Rivers 
journey’ from source to 
mouth with specific 
emphasis on the Upper, 
Middle and Lower 
course. Unit 13.3 focuses 
on the river processes of 
erosion and 
transportation. In unit 
13.4 and 13.5 students 
learn about the 
landforms created by 
rivers such as, V shaped 
valleys, waterfalls, 
meanders, ox bow lakes 
and levees.  
 
This chapter introduces 
students to the coastal 
zone. Unit 14.1 
introduces students to 

 
The skills focus for this 
chapter is based on 
Hurricane Irma in 2017. 
Students will use a 
variety of resources to 
track and study the 
effects of the Hurricane.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ensuring students 
understand that there 
are many physical and 
human interactions 
which create 
opportunities and 
challenges in the UK. It is 
important that students 
can develop skills in 
understanding how to 
best deal with these 
challenges.  

Ensuring students 
recognise that all 
ecosystems involve 
complex 
interrelationships 
between living organisms 
and the natural 
environment. Global 
ecosystems (biomes) 
reflect climate zones. 

the UK 
 
Unit 2.7 introduces the 
topic of river flooding to 
students, starting with 
the causes of river 
flooding (both human 
and physical) and then 
moving onto floods in 
the UK (Case study of 
York 2012 flood). 
 
 In Unit 2.8 the students 
will learn about how the 
UK copes with flood, 
examining how the risk 
of floods can be reduced 
and how the UK limits 
the impact 
(Environmental agency) 
 
Key ideas: 
 
The term ‘landscape’ 
comprises the physical, 
biological and human 
elements of a place or 
view. Students will be 
taught that Landscapes 
are important in shaping 
people’s lives.   
 
 
  

importance of the 
Ganges, for religion, 
pupils may not expect 
the river to be used for 
the burning of bodies, or 
the high levels of 
pollution along its 
course. Students will 
examine the population 
of India, including 
examination of 
population pyramids. In 
unit 15.5 students will 
look closely at the city of 
Mumbai. They will 
examine the contrast 
between the Port of 
Mumbai and the Shanty 
town Dhavari. Links to 
Autumn 1, examining 
waste disposal and the 
issues this causes in such 
a densely populated city. 
Unit 15.6 examines rural 
area in contrast to 
Mumbai. They will 
examine the case study 
of Ooruttukula, seeing 
the difference between 
this village and Mumbai.  
Unit 15.7 investigates 
how interdependent 
India is. It looks 
specifically at trade, 
imports, exports and 
other aspects that are 
helping India to develop. 
 
Key ideas: 

the formation of waves 
and features of the two 
main types. Unit 14.2 
investigates why 
coastlines erode and the 
unique features they 
create. (Case study on 
Old Harry Dorset).  
In Unit 14.3 students 
learn about the 
transportation and 
deposition of materials 
along the coastline and 
the landforms they 
create. Unit 14.4 and 
14.5 investigates the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of hard 
and soft engineering 
strategies used to 
protect a specific 
coastline in the UK (Case 
study of Holderness 
Coast).  
 
 
Key ideas: 
 
Geology is a significant 
factor in the shape of UK 
landscapes. Showing the 
differences between two 
unique UK coastlines. 
 
Key ideas: 
 
Ensuring students 
recognise that the 
physical landscape has a 
significant impact on 
patterns and processes in 
human geography, 
affecting human activity 



 

 
 
 
 
 

and settlement.  

Unit breakdown Lesson 1- What is 
poverty in the UK?  
Lesson 2- What can be 
done to reduce poverty? 
Lesson3- How is water 
used in the UK? 
Lesson 4- Water stress 
(Summer 2018 case 
study) 
Lesson 5- Where does 
your water come from? 
Lesson 6- What happens 
to your waste? 
Lesson 7- Waste 
management- how can 
waste be prevented? 
Lesson 8- What are the 
impacts of traffic 
pollution?  
Lesson 9- Cutting down 
on car use 
Lesson 10- What is non-
renewable energy? 
Lesson 11- What is 
Nuclear energy? 
Lesson 12- What is 
renewable energy? 
Lesson 13- Decision 
making-Energy 
Lesson 14- Assessment  

Lesson 1- The distribution, 
properties and uses of 
bamboo. 

Lesson 2- Where does my 
breakfast come from? 

Lesson 3- Who is eating 
who? (Food chains and 
webs) 

Lesson 4- Distribution of 
world Biomes. 

Lesson 5- How plants and 
animals have adapted to 
Tundra/Polar biome 

Lesson 6- How plants and 
animals have adapted to 
Mediterranean biome 

Lesson 7- How plants and 
animals have adapted to 
Mediterranean biome 

Lesson 8- How plants and 
animals have adapted to 
Desert biome 

Lesson 9-How plants and 
animals have adapted to 
Grassland biome  

Lesson 10- How plants 
and animals have adapted 
to Rainforest biome  

Lesson 11- How plants 
and animals have adapted 
to Rainforest biome  

Lesson 1- What is a 

landscape and how do 

they change? 

Lesson 2- Lake district 

Case study 

Lesson 3- What is 

weathering and how does 

it affect limestone? 

Lesson 4- Mountains in 

the UK 

Lesson 5- How have UK’s 

mountain landscapes 

been formed? 

Lesson 6- Waves 

Lesson 7- Erosion, 

transportation, deposition 

Lesson 8- Erosional 

landforms. (Wave cut 

platforms & Stacks) 

Lesson9- Depositional 

landforms. (Beaches & 

spits) 

Lesson 10- Coastal 

erosion. (Holderness coast 

case study) 

Lesson 11- Hard and soft 

engineering 

Lesson 12-Assessment 

Lesson 1- Welcome to 

India 

Lesson 2- Asia physical 

features 

Lesson 3- Asia human 

features 

Lesson 4- India, land of 

contrasts 

Lesson 5- India physical 

features 

Lesson 6- India human 

features 

Lesson 7- Mumbai and 

Dhavari 

Lesson 8- Dhavari 2 

Lesson 9- Ooruttukula 

village 

Lesson 10- 

Development 

Lesson 11- 

Interdependance 

Lesson 12- Assessment 

 

Lesson 1- Watercycle 

(p66/65 in book. Called 

rain) 

Lesson 2- Rivers journey 

from source to mouth 

Lesson 3- Erosion, 

transportation and 

deposition (recap from 

spring 1 – coasts) 

Lesson 4- V – shaped 

valleys 

Lesson 5- Waterfalls 

Lesson 6- Meanders 

Lesson 7- Ox bow lakes 

Lesson 8- Levees and the 

floodplain 

Lesson 9- Causes of floods 

Lesson 10- Case Study 

Lesson 11- Flood 

management 

Lesson12- Assessment 

 

 



 
Lesson 12- Coral reefs 

Lesson 13- Assessment 

 

 

Building on 
 
 
 
 

Locational knowledge: 
most students should be 
able to identify the 
position and significance 
of latitude, longitude, 
equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, The Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian.  
 
Human and physical 
geography: most 
students will be aware of 
the global issues studied 
in this chapter, although 
they unlikely to have 
received any formal 
teaching.  
 
Geographical skills: most 
students should have 
used maps and atlases to 
locate countries and 
describe features 
studied.  
 
 

Locational knowledge: 
most students should 
have gained a basic 
knowledge of some 
aspects of physical 
geography, such as 
rivers, mountains and the 
water cycle. 
 
Geographical skills: most 
students have 
investigated some 
aspects of rivers as this is 
one of the most popular 
physical environments 
studied at KS2. 

Locational knowledge:  
most students should be 
able to identify the 
position and significance 
of latitude, longitude, 
equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, The Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and to locate 
Russia. 
 
Human and physical 
geography: most 
students will have 
studied world climates, 
biomes and vegetation 
zone. Some may have 
been introduced to the 
concept of climate 
change either in 
geography or science.  
 
Geographical skills: most 
students will have used 
maps, atlases, globes, 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and their 
features.  
 
 

Human and Physical 
geography: will be able 
to frame the landscapes 
they have studied earlier 
in KS3 in the context of 
India and Asia 
(mountains, volcanoes, 
rivers and earthquakes). 
They will also be able to 
identify topics covered 
earlier in KS3 and link 
these to India (our 
unequal world, weather 
and climate, 
urbanisation)  

Human and physical 
geography: most 
students should be able 
to describe and 
understand key aspects 
off climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, 
rivers and mountains. 
 
Human and physical 
geography: most 
students should have 
gained a basic knowledge 
of some aspects of 
physical geography such 
as coasts and rivers. 
 
 
Geographical skills: most 
students should have 
learned to use maps, 
atlases, globes and digital 
computer mapping to 
locate countries and 
describe features they 
have studied. These vital 
skills can be transferred 
over to looking at river 
and coastal features on 
maps.  

Most students should 
have used maps, atlases, 
globes and digital 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features.  
The focus this time will 
be to use them to predict 
the course of Hurricane 
Irma.  

Assessment 
 
 

Extended writing task: 
 
Outline some of the key 
challenges facing the UK 

Written exam:  
 
30 minutes 
 

Extended writing task: 
 
Use two Photographs to 
help write an extended 

Written exam:  
 
30 minutes 
 

Written exam:  
 
30 minutes 
 

Skills test: 
 
By the end of the skills 
test most students 



 

 
 

today and suggest the 
possible solutions that 
may help overcome 
them. 
 
Write in paragraphs and 
include at least one or 
two of the key examples 
from the following list: 
 

 Poverty 
 Supplying water 

 Managing 
waste 

 Air pollution 

 Traffic 
congestion 

 Finding 
alternatives to 
fossil fuels 

 
For top marks, you must 
provide more 
details and/or include 
your own suggestions.
  
 
 

25 marks (including 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 

answer. 
Figure 4 shows a 
Mediterranean pine tree 
and Figure 5 shows a 
Mediterranean house 
gecko. 
 
Using your knowledge 
and Figures 4 and 5, 
explain how plants and 
animals have adapted to 
the Mediterranean 
biome. 

25 marks (including 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 
 

25 marks (including 
marks for spelling, 
punctuation, grammar 
and specialist 
terminology 
(SPaG)) 
 
Question types:  
 
Multiple choice, 
short answer, 
levels of response, 
extended prose 

should be able to: 
 
Draw sketches from 
photographs 
 
Label sketches 
 
Use, interpret and 
complete atlas maps 
 
Compare maps 

 


