
Savio Salesian College Year 9 Religious Education (RE) Knowledge Map  
Knowledge  
The year 9 scheme of work consists of six units that follow the People of God scheme 
of work used by the whole of the Liverpool Archdiocese but adapted to suit the Salesian 
nature of our school. Each of the six topics is broken down into three or four smaller 
themes. The topics chosen for year 9 were specifically picked to get maximum 
engagement from all students. All lesson resources can be found on the staff shared 
drive. 

 
1. Sikhi - Students will explore the beliefs and practices of Sikhi, the world’s 5th 

largest religion. The unit allows students to see the reality of being a 
practicing Sikh in twenty first century Britain. This unit contributes 
significantly to community cohesion. It is highly likely that this will be the 
majority of students first time studying Sikhi. There is also the possibility to 
arrange a visit for year 9’s to the Sikh Gurdwara off Smithdown road in 
Liverpool.  There is currently a small minority of Sikh students studying at 
Savio Salesian College.  
 

2. Philosophy of religion - This unit of work is designed to give year 9’s an 
opportunity to confront some of life’s biggest philosophical questions; 
“Where did the universe come from?”  “Is there a God?”, “What happens 
when we die?” It will allow students to be able to understand how to 
structure and present a philosophical argument correctly. Students will 
explore classical philosophical and theological concepts that have been asked 
by humans throughout history. Students will explore important religious 
experiences from around the world and the global church. 
 
 

3. Marriage, family and social issues – This unit studies the importance of 
marriage and family for Catholics. Students will explore the key Catholics 
teachings surrounding marriage and family and oppositions to these teachings 
from other Christian denominations and non-religious organisations. Students 
will explore how family structure has changed through the last century and 
the reasons for these changes. Students will study Catholic teachings towards 
gender equality and explore relevant issues such as the role of men and 
women in worship.  
 

4. Medical. Ethical and environmental issues - This unit explores a range of 
medical and ethical issues such as abortion, euthanasia, IVF and organ 
donation. Students will study secular arguments for and against the issue as 
well as studying Catholic teachings and the teachings of other Christian 
denominations. Students will also study environmental issues such as 
stewardship and animal testing. **Organ donation is a  particularly relevant 
issue as the law surrounding organ donation changed in Spring 2020** 
 
 

How to access RE department Year 9 Lessons & Resources 
1. Savio shared drive 
2. RE 
3. RE – Lessons 
4. Year 9 
5. Pick the relevant unit 
6. Pick the relevant lesson 
7. Inside this file you will find the lesson pwp & resources 

Cross Curricular & Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities 
 
Literacy: 
Starters -  to regularly include spelling punctuation and grammar 
Knowledge organisers – keywords and key information given 
Sentence starter to improve awareness of sentence formation. 
Reading information sheets. 
 
Numeracy:  
Statistics in relation to populations, dates,  
 
 Science:  
Brief explanations on the procedures for abortion, IVF and organ donation. 
Brief explanations of the Big bang theory and the theory of evolution 
 

 

Other subjects  
Geography : Global warming, deforestation, population growth 
History: Sikh history, British social history 
Art: Sikh art, Marriage symbolism  
Universal citizenship: Racism, gender equality,  
MFL  - Latin words, Punjabi words, Greek words, Italian words, Hebrew words 



5. Morality, Crime and punishment – This unit allows students to explore issues 
surrounding crime and punishment. Students will first understand what 
justice and laws are and their importance to Catholics. Students will also 
explore the concept of morality and study a range of ethical theories. 
Students will study the aims of punishment, particularly capital punishment 
and the Christian and secular arguments in favour and against its use. 
 

6.  Peace and conflict – This unit allows students to explore issues surrounding 
peace and conflict. Students will study some of the reasons war occur and the 
role the UN play in the 21st century. They will look at a range of Christian 
thought towards war such as Just war theory, pacifism and examples of 
conscientious objectors. Students will also study the Northern Ireland 
troubles and the long and ongoing journey towards peace and reconciliation. 
Students will also explore ethical issues surrounding modern warfare such as 
robot and drone technology, nuclear weapons and terrorism in the 21st 
century. 

The Bigger Picture 

 
Students will be given the opportunity to take part in at least one 
class masses during year 9. 
 

 Students will engage with real ethical dilemmas and be able to 
evaluate the issue and express their own views and opinions. 

 Students will learn about the Sikh faith and the contribution 
Sikhs have made/are making to British life in the last century. 

 The curriculum makes a significant contribution to community 
cohesion. 

 Students will engage with some of life’s bigger philosophical 
questions “is there a God?” “Where did the universe come from” 
and the course allows students to evaluate the arguments and 
express their own opinions. 

 Students will engage in issues surrounding sex, marriage, family 
and social issues in 21st century Britain and learn the Catholic 
Church’s teachings as well as other Christian and secular 
opinions. 

 Students will explore the reasons why wars and conflicts take 
place and the influence religion has played in causing and 
healing conflicts.  

 Students will explore the importance of justice and its 
importance in the 21st century.  

 
 
 

Skills 
The key skills we expect students to develop will be to  
 
Define – Giving definitions of  key terms or keywords  
 
Describe - Demonstrate knowledge and understanding by 
describing a belief, teaching, practice, event etc.  
 
Explain - Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a topic 
by giving a full explanations including supporting the statements 
made with reasoning and/or evidence  
 
Discuss/Evaluate - Students can show their own opinions towards 
topics and also show that that they have considered more than 
one point of view. 
 
 



 Autumn 1 
Sikhi 

Autumn 2 
Philosophy of 

religion 

Spring 1 
Marriage, family 
and social issues 

Spring 2 
Medical, Ethical 

and environmental 
issues 

Summer 1 
Morality, Crime 
and punishment 

Summer 2 
War and conflict 

Marking and feedback 
 

Throughout each unit of 
work one piece of 

classwork will be cold 
marked. The focus on 
this marking will be to 
identify any common 
SPaG errors and also 
correct any common 

misconceptions.  
Teachers will also look 
at a sample of books 

regularly to help 
identify any common 

misconceptions to 
inform planning. This 

does not require 
teachers to mark books. 

 
Throughout each unit 

there will be one piece 
of hot marked work. 

This may take the form 
of an end of unit 
assessment or an 
extended piece of 

writing. Students will be 
given WWW/ EBI 

feedback. This will 
either be individual 
feedback or whole- 

class feedback. Whole-
class feedback allows 

teachers to identify and 
address common 

misconceptions and 

 
This unit explores Sikh 
identity and the beliefs 

and practices of 
Sikhism 

 
15 lessons + 2 for 
assessment  
 
A lessons 1-6 
The 10 Guru’s 
1A – Guru Nanak (How 
did Sikhism begin) 
2A – Guru Nanak 
spreads his message 
3A – 2ND -5TH Guru’s 
4A – 6th – 9th Guru’s 
5A – Guru Gobind Singh 
and the Khalsa (10th 
Guru) 
 
B lessons 7 -10 
Sikh beliefs 
6B – The five K’s of 
Sikhism 
7B – Guru Granth Sahib 
8B – Sikh beliefs about 
God  
  
C lessons 9 -15 
Sikh practices 
9C – Sikh beliefs about 
life after death 
10C – The Gurdwara 
11C – The Langar 
12C – How Sikhs serve 
others 

 
This unit explores the 
philosophy of religion  

and how it can be used 
to argue for and against 

the existence of God 
 
 
13 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons 1-3 
Arguments for the 
existence of God 
1A – First Cause 
Argument  
2A – Design argument 
3A – Does the Design 
Argument prove the 
existence of God? 
 
B lessons 4 - 7 
Problem of evil 
4B –What is the problem 
of evil 
5B – Christian responses 
to suffering  
6B – Theodicies  
7B – Story of Job 
 
C Lessons 8 - 11 
Religious experiences 
8C – Revelation 
9C – Miracles 
10C – Miracle of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 

 
This unit explorers a 

range of social l issues 
and the Catholic, other 
Christian and secular 

responses. It  also 
focus on the 

importance of 
marriage + family in 

Catholica life 
 
10 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons – 1- 2 
Family 
1A – Different family 
structures 
2A – Importance of 
family for Catholics 
 
B lessons 3 – 5 
Marriage and divorce 
3B – Marriage in 21st 
Century Britain 
4B – Importance of 
marriage for Catholics 
5B – Divorce and 
remarriage 
 
C lessons 6 –7 
Sexual relationships 
and reproduction  
6C – Sexual 
relationships 

 
This unit explorers a 

range of medical, 
ethical and 

environmental issues 
and the Catholic, other 
Christian and secular 
responses towards 

these issues. 
 
12 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons 1-2 
The importance of life 
1A – The sanctity of life  
2A – Are we just mere 
matter? 
 
B lessons 3-6 
Abortion and 
euthanasia 
3B – What is abortion 
4B – Catholic teaching 
towards abortion 
5B-What is euthanasia? 
6B- Catholic teaching 
towards euthanasia 
 
C lessons 7-8 
IVF 
7C – Introduction to IVF 
8C – Catholic teachings 
towards IVF 
 
 

 
These unit explorers a 

range of issues 
surrounding crime and 

punishment and the 
Catholic, other 

Christian and secular 
responses towards 

these issues. 
 
10 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A Lessons 1 -2 
Laws and Justice 
1A – What are laws and 
justice 
2A – Catholic teachings 
towards law and Justice 
 
B Lessons 3 – 5 
Moral authority 
3B – Natural law 
4B – Situation Ethics 
5B – The Conscience 
(Catholic views/ Freud) 
 
C lessons- 6-7 
Non- religious views-
How do we make moral 
decisions? 
6C) Utilitarianism 
7C) Nietzsche 
 
 
 

 
This unit explores the 

ethics of warfare and in 
particular the issues 

technology will raise in the 
future of warfare. 

Students will study 
Catholic, other Christian 
and secular responses 

towards the issues studied 

13 lessons + 2 for 
assessment and 
feedback 
 
A lessons 1-4 
The importance of 
human rights  
1A – Reasons wars occur 
2A – Human rights  
3A- Amnesty 
Internationals 
4A- United Nations 
 
B lessons 5 – 8 
Christian attitudes 
towards war 
5B – Jesus’ attitude to 
war and violence 
6B – Just War theory 
7B – Pacifism  
6B – Desmond Dos 
 
C lessons 9 – 10 
Examples of 
reconciliation 
9C – Northern Ireland 
troubles 
10C – Corrymeela 



where necessary re-
teach particular 

concepts.   
 

13C – The Golden 
temple 
14C – Sikh festivals 
15C – Sikhism in the UK 
 
 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 

  
 
D lessons – 12 -13 
Eschatology  
11D – Catholic 
eschatology 
12D – Catholic 
eschatology 
13D – Non –religious 
attitudes towards life 
after death   
 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 

7C – Catholic teaching 
towards contraception  
 
 
D lessons 8 – 10 
Gender equality 
8D – gender equality 
9D – Jesus’ attitude to 
women 
10D – The role of men 
and women in worship 
 
 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 
 

D lessons 9 – 10 
Organ donation  
9D – What is organ 
donation 
10D – Catholic attitudes 
towards organ donation 
 
 
E lessons 11 – 12 
Is it right to test on 
animals? 
11E – What is animal 
testing  
12E – Catholic teachings 
towards animal testing 
 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 
 
 
 
 

D Lessons 8–10 
Punishment 
8D – The aims of 
punishment 
9D– Capital punishment 
10D – Catholic 
teachings towards 
Capital punishment 
 
 
 
 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 
 

 
 
D lessons 11-13 
Modern warfare 
11D – Nuclear weapons 
12D – Terrorism  
13D - Future of warfare 
 
 

 Assessment 
lesson 

 Feedback 
lesson  

 

 
Building on 

G
ra

d
in

g
 

Extending  Can identify 

key terms 

correctly. 

 Subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

used 

extensively 

throughout 

writing.  

 Can 
identify 
key terms 
accurately
.  

 Is using a 
wide 
range of 
key terms 
accurately 
in their 
writing.  

 Can 
identify 
key terms 
accurately
.  

 Is using a 
wide 
range of 
key terms 
accurately 
in their 
writing.  

 Can 
identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

  Uses a 
range of 
subject 
specific 
vocabulary 
accurately 
to support 
written 
responses.  

 Can 
identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Is using a 
wide 
range of 
key terms 
accurately 
in their 
writing.  

  Can make 
accurate 

 Can 
identify key 
terms 
accurately.  

 Is using a 
wide range 
of key 
terms 
accurately 
in their 
writing.  

 Can clearly 
explain 

This is a continuation of the PEOPLE OF GOD scheme of work used by all Catholic primary schools and 
Secondary Schools in the diocese of Liverpool  and adapted to suit the Salesian nature of our school 



 Can give clear 

descriptions 

about key 

beliefs within 

the Sikhi 

faith.  

 Can give clear 

explanations 

about how 

key beliefs 

can influence 

the lives of 

Sikhs.  

 Can explain 

accurately 

the events of 

Vaisakhi. 

  Can explain 

the impact 

that Vaisakhi 

had on the 

Sikhi 

community, 

making 

reference to 

how Vaisakhi 

has 

influenced 

the lives of 

Sikhs today.  

 Can explain 
the 
importance 
of Sikhi 
sacred texts 
and can 

 Can 
accurately 
explain 
key 
beliefs.  

 Can 
clearly 
explain 
how 
beliefs can 
influence 
the 
actions of 
individuals
/ groups.  

 Can use 
sources of 
wisdom 
and 
authority 
(such as 
quotes 
from the 
Bible/ key 
figures 
within 
religion/ 
philosoph
ers) to 
support 
written 
responses. 

 Can 
accurately 
explain 
key 
beliefs.  

 Can 
clearly 
explain 
how 
beliefs 
can 
influence 
the 
actions of 
individual
s/ groups.  

 Can use 
sources of 
wisdom 
and 
authority 
(such as 
quotes 
from the 
Bible/ key 
figures 
within 
religion/ 
philosoph
ers) to 
support 
written 
responses
.  

 Demonstr
ates a 
clear 
understan
ding of 
difference
s within 
and 

 Can 
explain 
Christian 
teachings 
towards a 
range of 
medical 
issues, 
accurately 
explaining 
similarities
/ 
difference
s within 
the 
Christian 
traditions.  

 Can 
explain 
how 
religious 
beliefs and 
teachings 
can 
influence 
the lives of 
believers.  

 Can 
formulate 
justified 
arguments
, using 
evidence, 
sources of 
wisdom 
and 
authority 
and 
knowledge 
of religious 
beliefs and 
teachings 

statement
s about 
beliefs.  

 Can clearly 
explain 
religious 
and non- 
religious 
views 
towards 
the use of 
capital 
punishme
nt.  

 Can use 
and 
interpret 
sources of 
authority 
to support 
reasons.  

 Can clearly 
explain the 
key 
elements 
of 
Situation 
Ethics and 
can apply 
this this 
accurately 
to the 
issue of 
capital 
punishme
nt. 

different 
Christian 
views 
towards 
the use of 
war.  

 Can use 
sources of 
wisdom 
and 
authority 
as evidence 
to support 
differing 
views.  

 Recognises 
that 
sources of 
wisdom 
and 
authority 
can be 
interpreted 
differently 
and that 
these 
sources can 
influence 
the lives of 
some 
Christians.   

 Can explain 
the Just 
War Theory 
and can 
apply the 
theory to 
the issue of 
war.  

 Can explain 
the impacts 
of war and 



explain how 
respect is 
shown 
towards the 
text. 

 
 

between 
Christian 
denomina
tions in 
relation 
to 
divorce.  

 Can use 
evidence 
to 
support 
reasons 
and form 
a justified 
response. 

to support 
responses. 

 Can 
analyse 
and 
interpret 
sources of 
wisdom 
and 
authority 
to support 
written 
explanatio
ns. 

 Can clearly 
explain 
how 
sources of 
wisdom 
and 
authority 
can be 
interprete
d 
differently 
within 
different 
Christian 
traditions. 

is 
beginning 
to evaluate 
the impacts 
of modern 
warfare. 

Secure  Can identify 

key terms 

correctly. 

 Subject 

specific 

vocabulary 

used 

throughout 

writing, used 

correctly and 

appropriately 

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Can give 
accurate 
descriptions 
about key 
beliefs and is 
beginning to 
explain why 
individuals/ 

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Can give 
accurate 
descriptions 
about key 
beliefs and 
is beginning 
to explain 
why 

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

  Uses a 
range of 
subject 
specific 
vocabulary 
accurately 
to support 

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

  Can use key 
terms 
accurately 
within their 
written 
responses.  

 Can make 
accurate 

 Can identify 
key terms 
accurately.  

 Can use key 
terms 
accurately 
within their 
written 
responses.  

 Can explain 
different 



 Can give clear 

descriptions 

about key 

beliefs within 

the Sikhi 

faith.  

 Can give clear 

descriptions 

about how 

key beliefs 

can influence 

the lives of 

Sikhs.  

 Can explain 

accurately 

the events of 

Vaisakhi. 

  Can explain 
the impact 
that Vaisakhi 
had on the 
Sikhi 
community. 

groups may 
hold those 
beliefs.  

 Is beginning 
to show 
understandin
g of how 
beliefs can 
influence 
actions. 

individuals/ 
groups may 
hold those 
beliefs.  

 Is beginning 
to show 
understandi
ng of how 
beliefs can 
influence 
actions.  

 Demonstrat
es an 
awareness 
of 
differences 
within and 
between 
Christian 
denominati
ons in 
relation to 
divorce.   

written 
responses.  

 Can explain 
Christian 
teachings 
towards a 
range of 
medical 
issues, 
accurately 
explaining 
similarities/ 
differences 
within the 
Christian 
traditions.  

 Can explain 
how 
religious 
beliefs and 
teachings 
can 
influence 
the lives of 
believers.  

 Is beginning 
to formulate 
justified 
arguments, 
using 
evidence 
and 
knowledge 
of religious 
beliefs and 

statements 
about 
beliefs.  

 Can clearly 
explain 
religious and 
non- 
religious 
views 
towards the 
use of 
capital 
punishment.  

 Is beginning 
to use 
evidence, 
such as 
sources of 
authority, to 
support 
reasons. 

Christian 
views 
towards the 
use of war.  

 Is beginning 
to show 
understandin
g of how 
beliefs can 
influence 
actions.  

 Can describe 
some of the 
impacts of 
war. 



teachings to 
support 
responses. 

Developing  Can identify key 

terms but there 

may be some 

inaccuracies.  

 Limited use of 

subject specific 

vocabulary 

throughout 

written 

responses.  

 Can give simple 

descriptions 

about key beliefs 

within the Sikhi 

faith.  

 Can give simple 

descriptions 

about how key 

beliefs can 

influence the lives 

of Sikhs.   

 Can briefly 
describe the 
events of 
Vaisakhi, but 
there may be 
some 
inaccuracies. 

 Can identify 
most key terms 
but there are 
some gaps in 
knowledge.  

 Can give simple, 
mostly accurate 
descriptions 
about key 
beliefs.  

 Can give 
examples of 
moral and 
natural evil 

 Can identify 
most key terms 
but there are 
some gaps in 
knowledge.  

 Can give 
simple, mostly 
accurate 
descriptions 
about key 
beliefs.  

 Can give 
examples of 
family 
structures. 
These may be 
simple 
descriptions 
rather than 
accurate 
terminology.  

 Limited 
awareness of 
differences 
within and 
between 
Christian 
denominations 
in relation to 
divorce.   

 Can identify 
most key terms 
but there are 
some gaps in 
knowledge.  

 Limited use of 
subject specific 
vocabulary to 
support written 
responses.  

 Can identify 
Christian 
teachings 
towards a range 
of medical 
issues, but these 
may be limited 
and there may 
be inaccuracies 
or 
generalisations.  

 Can correctly 
identify 
arguments to 
agree/ disagree 
with the use of 
euthanasia. 
However, there 
may be some 
inaccuracies.   

 Can identify 
most key 
terms but 
there are 
some gaps 
in 
knowledge.  

 Uses limited 
key terms 
within their 
written 
responses.  

 Can make 
simple 
statements 
about 
beliefs.  

 Can make 
simple 
statements 
about 
religious and 
non- 
religious 
views 
towards the 
use of 
capital 
punishment.  

 Recognises 
that there 

 Can identify 
most key 
terms but 
there are 
some gaps in 
knowledge.  

  Uses limited 
key terms 
within their 
written 
responses.  

  Can make 
simple 
statements 
about 
beliefs.  

 Is beginning 
to explore 
different 
points of 
view towards 
the use of 
war, but this 
is simply 
stated. 

 Is beginning 
to describe 
different 
Christian 
attitudes to 
war, but this 



are different 
views 
towards the 
use of 
capital 
punishment 
and 
expresses 
these views 
in simple 
terms.  

is simply 
stated. 

 


