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Knowledge  
 In these units of work this year pupils will develop knowledge in listening and 

performance and some composing. They will be introduced to some genres 
and styles of music and learn some basic instrumental skills. Listening tasks 
will support their knowledge of structure, sounds, instruments and notation 
and rhythm. Using resources such as Just Play and other IT capabilities to 
support their musical knowledge. -Pupils should build on their previous knowledge 

and skills through performing, composing and listening. They should develop their 
vocal and/or instrumental fluency, accuracy and expressiveness; and understand 
musical structures, styles, genres and traditions, identifying the expressive use of 
musical dimensions. They should listen with increasing discrimination and awareness 
to inform their practice as musicians. They should use technologies appropriately and 
appreciate and understand a wide range of musical contexts and styles.  

 Within the units of work pupils will be develop skills and confidence in 
performance and use developing knowledge of notation and musical 
elements to support the work.  -play and perform confidently in a range of solo 
and ensemble contexts using their voice, playing instruments musically, fluently and 
with accuracy and expression  

 Pupils will learn the basic of the stave, time sequence 4/4 and the bars, as 
well as relevant notation at this stage. Using this knowledge, they will apply 
it to their own performance and composing work and during listening tasks.  
-use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of 

musical styles, genres and traditions  
 Pupils will be introduced to online music creating and using their chosen 

style and genre, researching, creating and performing the piece of music 
they have created online. Making their own online self-produced project 
work will develop a wider understanding of musical genres and music 
technology online as well as their listening and performing skills. -listen with 
increasing discrimination to a wide range of music -develop a deepening 
understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history. 
improvise and compose; and extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range 
of musical structures, styles, genres and traditions 

Skills 
In Year 7 Music pupils will be learning new skills and techniques of music in composing, listening and 
performance. They will be recapping on previous skills learnt in year 6 to embed and enhance the use 
and knowledge of these prior skills. Musical notation, composing and performance development through 
singing, playing and listening, linked to both a stimulus performance work and themed contexts. Pupils 
will work as solos and ensembles and will look at some genres of music that inspire and interest them 
during their online composition work in the final SOW. Using music platforms such as bandLab, pupils will 
look into developing their music production skills and notation. 

Cross Curricular and Curriculum Enrichment Opportunities: STEM 
Literacy: verbal and written evaluation and analysis, reading of music. 
Speaking and listening: evaluation, analysing, critique, feedback and self and peer assessment.  Resources 
linked to speaking and listening, music listening tasks. 
Numeracy: musical notation and musical maths exercises. Sequencing of music and performance work, 
timing and rhythm, sight reading. 
History: music in cultures and music in history. 

The Bigger Picture… 

 Build on work done and prior skills learnt in Y6, develop skills in musical 
performance and elements of music.  
 Performance playing skills using the keyboard and the history of music with styles 
and other cultures will also be developed in this year.  
 1st half term  

 
2nd half term  
 

3rd half term  4th half term  5th half term  6th half term  



Knowledge and 
Knowledge 
Extension 
 
 

Keyboard skills and the 
elements of music.  
 
Introducing pupil to key 
musical elements within 
notation and rhythm as 
well and basic keyboard 
skills such as melody and 
chords and use of hands. 
Introduction to graphic 
scores and symbolic ways 
to notate music, as well as 
soundscape and 
representations of sound 
in composition. 
 

  Body Percussion 
 
Pupils will learn about 
basic notation and rhythm 
using their body and 
object to create sounds 
and compositions. 
Working in small groups 
and solo pupils will 
compose music 
considering the elements 
of music. 
 

 Band Lab. Online music 
making platform.  
 
Pupils will work as a 
producer, creating their 
own short piece of solo 
music using the online 
music tech platform 
known as BandLab 
education. 
Pupils will first have an 
intro on how to use the 
platform and how to 
create basic rhythms and 
use the looping process. A 
refresher on notation will 
help with creating 
different layers of 
rhythms.  

 

Building on 
 
 
 
 

Pupils will have some 
knowledge notation and 
will have performed 
singing as ensembles and 
some ensemble playing 
work. Building upon this, 
this unit will give pupils 
the opportunity to build 
more understanding of 
notation and rhythm 
through listening and 
performance tasks using 
sheet music, sight reading 
and the piano/keyboard. 
Ensemble work in both 
singing and keyboard to 
develop teamworking and 
performance skills.  
Pupils will develop a 
deeper knowledge of the 
elements of music as well 
as ways to compose music 
of their own using graphic 
notation scores and 
soundscape. 

 The sow will look at binary 
and ternary form, 
structure and music and a 
more in depth 
development and 
understanding of the 
elements of music by 
incorporating them into 
their compositions. 
Chair drumming using 
drum sticks will support 
rhythm and notation. 

 

 As a music creator pupils 
will develop their 
knowledge of how to 
create and play music 
online. They will choose a 
genre of music that they 
enjoy and use this as their 
base to creating a piece of 
music in that style. Using 
instruments, rhythms and 
loops of music that are 
suited to their chosen 
genre.  

 



Assessment 
 
 
 
 

Working on ensemble 
keyboard pieces for 
performance in class and 
take part in booklet tasks. 
Creating/composing 
graphic scores of music. 

 Final ensemble body 
percussion piece using 
body percussion, 
structure, binary or 
ternary form and chair 
drumming 

 Final piece of music 
created.  

 

E 

 Combine several layers of sound 
such as chords and melodies and 
the ability to create simple but 
clear polyrhythmic music 

 Perform rhythmically simple parts that 
use a limited range of notation 

 Make improvements to their own 
work commenting on the intended 
effect 
 

 Able to describe the work of others 
using basic key words 

3 

S 

 Choose carefully and order 
sounds within simple structures 
such as beginning, middle, end 
and in response to given starting 
points 

 Perform simple patterns and 
accompaniments keeping to a steady 
pulse 

 Able to identify improvements to 
their own work 
 

 With support can state a strength 
and weakness in their own and 
others work 

2 

D 
 Create and choose sounds in 

response to given starting points 
 Repeat short rhythmic and melodic 

patterns 
 With support can state a strength 

and weakness in their own work 
1 

 


